Priory Belvoir Science Curriculum intent 
 
Curriculum Intent 
Science at Priory Belvoir endeavours to engage and interest students through putting the knowledge taught into an everyday context so students see the relevance and application of the science they are learning.   The practical skills are embedded within the subject knowledge that students need to maintain and develop their curiosity to ask questions about how the world around them works. The curriculum focuses on developing the fundamental knowledge studied previously with numerous opportunities for open-ended scientific enquiries, development of personal initiative and opportunities for independent learning. 
The Science curriculum for years 7 to 11 is a based on maximising retention of knowledge through a department designed spiral-curriculum with topics being revisited and developed each year.  The necessary working scientifically skills are embedded into practical lessons with the required practical’s being delivered at the appropriate time based on associated linked content.  Individual lessons are delivered on the big ideas of science (such as organisms, matter and forces) leading to a connection being formed between the science in the lesson and the bigger learning journey.  Within the Science curriculum, we have increased the breadth studied by retained particular topics such as Space and Earth Science that we know students enjoy and show great interest in.  
 
Curriculum Implementation 
· Students to benefit from a variety of activities, from individual and small group practical work to develop Working Scientifically skills.  Written tasks based on paired work and group work, to work that requires them to move around the classroom, to mini-whiteboards, so students can engage in their learning.  
· Students are taught by subject specialists and within their own Science disciplines. 
· To apply interleaving activities to maximise knowledge recall. 
· Lesson adaptations are planned to allow all students to access and develop their understanding and application of Science. 
· At both KS3 and KS4 skills (disciplinary) and knowledge (substantive) allowing students to develop and learn effectively are identified within our SoW.  
· We aim to have a pupil-centred approach to education in which the staff intend to understand the strengths and needs of the pupil and make tailored adaptations to the whole curriculum. It is our aim that all students have access to the same level of both substantive and disciplinary knowledge. 
· The Big Ideas of Science are used to show the links each topic has to a larger concept. 
· To offer a variety of activities to encourage students to be more aware of the world around them, to understand a different concept of thinking, and develop resilience.  
· To offer extra-curricular activities such as a lunchtime Science club and Year 9 whole year group trip to the Big Bang Fair to further engage and enrich students understanding of the relevance and application of Science. 
 
Curriculum Impact 
· An increase in students’ performance in both Combined Science and Triple Science  
· A continued increased uptake of students at Triple Science GCSE  
· Good results at GCSE  
· More confident students in Science using high-level skills.  
· Students will be more knowledgeable and have the skills needed to be a citizen of the world: respect, tolerance and understanding of all cultures and traditions. Furthermore, the Science capital of students will be increased so they can engage and make meaningful decisions on Science related issues. 

