Priory Belvoir Religious Studies
Curriculum Intent
The principal intent of the Religious Studies curriculum is to develop students’ literacy, communication, and critical thinking skills while deepening their understanding of diverse cultures, religions, and worldviews. Through this, we aim to nurture confident, thoughtful, and tolerant global citizens who are equipped to engage respectfully with a complex and pluralistic world.
At Key Stage 3, our curriculum now places a strong emphasis on exploring worldviews—both religious and non-religious. Students investigate how different traditions and philosophies understand key concepts such as Jesus in various cultural and theological contexts, the nature of human beings, and how religions and worldviews evolve over time. They are encouraged to ask profound questions such as: Do things always get better over time? This approach fosters deeper reflection and helps students appreciate the dynamic and lived nature of belief systems.
The curriculum is coherently structured, inclusive, and appropriately challenging for all learners. It is intelligently sequenced to support long-term retention and recall of knowledge, with interleaving of topics across KS3 and KS4 to reinforce understanding and skill development. Students are equipped to apply their learning in meaningful ways, including through discussion, debate, and ethical reasoning.
We offer enriching experiences such as a multi-faith visit at KS3 and a visit to the local parish church as part of the GCSE curriculum, which bring classroom learning to life and promote interfaith understanding. Contemporary ethical dilemmas are explored to broaden students’ horizons and strengthen their ability to engage with sensitive and complex issues.
Our curriculum also prepares students for the demands of the GCSE Religious Studies course, should they choose to continue. The department remains committed to staying up to date with current teaching and learning strategies, ensuring that students retain information effectively and are supported in becoming reflective, informed, and open-minded individuals.
Curriculum Implementation:
· Students to benefit from a variety of activities, from paired and group work, to use of ICT and mini-whiteboards, so students can enjoy their lessons whilst learning.
· To apply an interleaving curriculum with a variety of recall activities. 
· At KS3, to ensure that students develop a sound knowledge of key vocabulary. Students are also exposed to more complex concepts indirectly at first, then in more detail, in order for them to be able to recognise them by the end of KS3 and start using them more confidently in KS4.
· To offer a variety of activities to encourage students to be more aware of the world around them and to understand a different concept of thinking.
· To teach one GCSE topic at the end of Year 9 to allow for an interleaving curriculum.
· To use current news stories to make what we are teaching contemporary and relevant.
Curriculum impact
· Students enjoy Religious Studies and consider their role as global citizens.
· Maintain popularity of Religious Studies in GCSE options.
· Students will be more knowledgeable and more tolerant of people and cultures around them.

