	KS4 Curriculum Plan – RELIGIOUS EDUCATION GCSE

	Module
	Main Topic
	Summary of essential Knowledge and Skills
	Assessments

High                  Low 
	Rationale for:
· Sequence/ Interleaving
· Assessments

	Cross Curricular Links
Extra Curricular
SMSC
	Values: Physical (Courage), Responsibility (Generosity), Inspiration, Drive (Wisdom), Engagement (Passion)
	Substantiative / Disciplinary Knowledge / Career links

	Year 10

	Year 10 – 1&2
	Relationships & Families
	· What is human sexuality?
· Does Christianity and Islam allow homosexual relationships?
· Why do people wait until marriage for sex? 
· What do religions teach about contraception and family planning?
· Why do people get married?
· Are divorce and remarriage allowed in religions? 
· What is the nature of family?
· What is the purpose of family? 
· Are men and women equal in Christianity & Islam?
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit – GCSE questions from past exam paper. 

	Check knowledge and understanding of GCSE content.  

One of the less challenging GCSE units, allows time to teach students exam question format and work on their evaluation skills before moving on to more complex themes. 
	Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values

Understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions

Understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures in the school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain

Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life

Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

PSHE
Sociology
	Responsibility – students learn the responsibilities of parents and families in the community and religion

Physical – students learn about different contraception methods



	Sexual Relationships
Marriage and Divorce
Families
Gender Roles & Equality 
Evaluating religious teachings in light of modern societal changes.
Comparing religious and secular views.
Understanding and applying religious scripture
Social work / counselling / family support / family planning


	Year 10 – 2&3
	Religion & Life
	· How did the universe begin? 
· How valuable is our planet?
· What are religious duties to the environment? 
· What is pollution and what can we do about it?
· How do humans misuse the environment and how can we change it? 
· What do religions teach about the treatment of animals?
· How did human life begin? 
· Is abortion ever right? 
· Should we legalise euthanasia? 
· Is death the end? 

	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit – GCSE questions from past exam paper.
	Check knowledge and understanding of GCSE content.  

Introducing Christian and Muslim beliefs on creation of the universe and human life provides a base for studying it more in depth for Christian and Muslim beliefs in year 11. Useful to do before Human Rights unit as it looks at why humans are important to God.  

 
	Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values

Understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions

Understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures in the school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain

Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life

Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues. 

Science
Geography


	Responsibility – students learn about human responsibilities to care for the planet

Drive – learning about the different theories of creation of human life and the universe 

Physical – different reasons for abortion and euthanasia covers health and wellbeing


	Creation stories and Big Bang. 
Value of the world.
Animal Rights.
Abortion.
Euthanasia
Life after death.

Analysing religious responses to scientific theories.
Evaluating moral dilemmas using religious teachings.
Interpreting key concepts like sanctity of life and stewardship.
Environmental work / science / animal care / medical care

	Year 10 – 4&5
	Religion, Human Rights & Social Justice
	· What are our human rights? 
· What does Christianity & Islam teach about prejudice and discrimination?
· Is it important to have religious freedom?
· What does religion teach about disabilities? 
· How should we use our wealth?
· What causes poverty?
· How are the poor exploited and how can we help? 
· Should we give money to the poor? 
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit – GCSE questions from past exam paper. 
	Check knowledge and understanding of GCSE content.  

Last of the theme’s topics
	Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values

Understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions

Understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures in the school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain

Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life

Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs

PSHE
Geography
History 
	Responsibility – students look at different ways to care for others in society and fight for fairness

Drive – to create a more fair and equal society 

Engagement – encouraging positive use of their time in and out of school 

	Human Rights
Social Justice
Prejudice & Discrimination
Wealth and Poverty
Freedom of Religion & Belief
Evaluating religious responses to inequality and injustice.
Applying teachings to global issues like poverty and discrimination.
Comparing religious and secular approaches to human rights.
Social work / police / law / charities 

	Year 10 – 5&6
	Christian Beliefs
	· What is the nature of God?
· What does the Trinity actually mean?
· What does the Bible say about creation?
· Was Jesus the son of God?
· If Jesus was God, why did he let himself be crucified?
· Why is the resurrection so significant? 
· What do Christians believe about the afterlife? 
· What is the Day of Judgement?
· What do Christians believe about heaven and hell?
· Why do we need salvation?
· How did Jesus offer salvation? 
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit – GCSE questions from past exam paper. 
	Check knowledge and understanding of GCSE content.  

	Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life

Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values
	Drive – wisdom to learn difficult ideas


	Nature of God
Creation
Jesus Christ
Salvation
Afterlife
Sin

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Any Christian teacher/leader 
RE teacher

	YEAR 11
	

	Year 11 – 1 & 2
	Christian Practices 
	· What is worship?
· What is the purpose of prayer?
· Why do people get baptised?
· How does Holy Communion impact Christian faith?
· How is Holy Communion celebrated differently? 
· Where do Christians go on pilgrimage? 
· What are Christmas and Easter really about? 
· What does the local church do? Food banks
· What does the local church do? Street pastors
· What is a missionary? 
· How does the Church keep growing? 
· What is the role of the worldwide church?
· How do Christians respond to persecution? 
· How does the Church respond to poverty?
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit – GCSE questions from past exam paper.
	Check knowledge and understanding of GCSE content.  

	Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life

Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values
	Physical – learning the way Christians practice their faith in physical ways

Responsibility – Christian generosity in the local and worldwide church. Supporting those that are persecuted. 

  
	Worship
Sacraments 
Prayer 
Pilgrimage
Festivals
Role of the Church
Persecution & Reconciliation 

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Any Christian teacher/leader 
RE teacher
Charity work 

	Year 11 – 2&3
	Islam Beliefs
	· What do Muslims believe about Allah? 
· What are the key beliefs in Shia and Sunni Islam? 
· Why does Allah have 99 names?
· Why are angels so important?
· Does Allah decide or simply know your fate? 
· What do Muslims believe after life after death? 
· What is the role of prophets in Islam?
· Why is Ibrahim so important? 
· Why is Muhammad ‘The Seal of the Prophets’? 
· What is the role of the Imamate? 
· Why is there more than one holy book in Islam?

	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit – GCSE questions from past exam paper.
	Check knowledge and understanding of GCSE content.  

	Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life

Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values

Understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures in the school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain
	Drive – wisdom to learn abstract concepts and apply them to Muslim life


	Nature of Allah 
Angels
Predestination 
Afterlife
Prophethood
Holy Books
Imamate

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Imam / Mosque teacher

	Year 11 – 3&4
	Islam Practices
	· How do pillars hold up the religion?
· How does prayer impact Muslim life?
· Why do Muslims fast during Ramadan? 
· How does Zakat help the community?
· What do Muslims do on Hajj?
· What does Jihad actually mean?
· What festivals do Muslims celebrate? 
· Why do Shi’a Muslims have the Day of Ashura? 
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit – GCSE questions from past exam paper.
	Check knowledge and understanding of GCSE content.  

	Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life

Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values

Understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures in the school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain
	Physical – learning the way Muslims practice their faith in physical ways, such as fasting 

Responsibility – Muslim generosity to the Ummah and the importance of Zakat 

	Five Pillars
Ten Obligatory Acts
Jihad
Festivals

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Imam / Mosque teacher 

	Year 11 – 4, 5 & 6 
	Exam Revision
	· Crime and Punishment
· Relationships & Families
· Religion & Life
· Human Rights and Social Justice
· Christianity
· Islam
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

GCSE practice questions
	
	
	Drive – revision for the exams
	



