	KS3 Curriculum Plan – RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

	Module
	Main Topic
	Summary of essential Knowledge and Skills
	Assessments

High                  Low 
	Rationale for:
· Sequence/ Interleaving
· Assessments

	Cross Curricular Links
Extra Curricular
SMSC
	Values: Physical (Courage), Responsibility (Generosity), Inspiration, Drive (Wisdom), Engagement (Passion)
	Substantiative / Disciplinary Knowledge / Career links

	Year 7

	Year 7 – 1 & 2
	What is a worldview?
	· What is a worldview? Personal
· What is the difference between organised and personal worldviews?
· How do we engage with worldviews? Theology
· How do we engage with worldviews? Sociology
· How do we engage with worldviews? Philosophy 
· How do Abrahamic religions view the world?
· How do Dharmic religions view the world?
· What is the difference between Abrahamic and Dharmic worldviews?
· What is religion? Freud
· What is religion? Marx 
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests


	Basic knowledge which will link to all of future learning in RS.

Incorporating knowledge of worldviews as the base for all future worldviews lessons

Students will need basic knowledge of Christianity from primary school  


	Understanding of other parts of the world and different cultures, global citizen.

Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values

English – different viewpoints in writing

	Drive to improve knowledge of parts of personal identity, the world and differing beliefs.
	Worldviews 
Theology
Sociology
Philosophy
Difference between Abrahamic and Dharmic religions

Interpretation skills
Analysis skills
Application skills

Sociologist / Philosopher / Theologin

	Year 7 – 2 & 3
	Why is there something rather than nothing?
	· What are different peoples worldviews?
· How is the Bible a source of authority?
· What does Genesis teach about creation?
· How is the Qur’an a source of authority? 
· What do Muslims believe about creation?
· What do atheists believe about creation?
· Why was the world created according to Humanists?
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit – Assessment covering worldviews and ‘Why is there something rather than nothing’ 

	Key knowledge of different theories behind Creation which will support future learning on meaning and purpose of life. 

Essential knowledge about Creation provided to assist later learning of meaning and purpose of life and understanding the authority of holy texts for religious believers and their influences. 

Provides base knowledge on Creation in preparation for deeper learning on Creation and concepts such as Stewardship at GCSE level.  
	Understanding of other parts of the world and different cultures, global citizen.

Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values
 
Science – Big bang theory 
	Drive to improve knowledge of other cultural practices and religions in the UK. 
	Bible 
Creation stories in Christianity and Islam
Qur’an 
Humanists

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Scientist / Theologian

	Year 7 – 5 & 6
	What is a human being?
	· How does our worldview influence our view of humanity?
· Are the Jews a persecuted people?
· Christianity as an organised worldview
· Islam as an organised worldview
· Hinduism as an organised worldview
· Humanism as an organised worldview
· Comparison of organised worldviews
· What makes humans different to animals?
· Are some people more important than others?
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit – Assessment covering ‘what is a human being?’ 

	Key beliefs of the major world religions and non-religious viewpoints which will support future deeper learning about their influence. 


Provides base knowledge on the major world religions, supports future learning on Islam and Christianity and the value of humans in religion at GCSE levels

	Learning about other cultures

Understanding the need for diversity and tolerance

Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values

Science – evolution 
	Drive to improve knowledge of parts of personal identity, the world and differing beliefs
	Value and role of human beings across different religions
Animal rights
Status in society

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Social work / animal care / counselling 

	Year 8
	

	Year 8 – 1&2
	Why does context matter? 


	· Who is Jesus?
· What do we mean by context?
· Jesus for the historians
· Jesus for the gospel writers
· Jesus for Muslims
· Jesus for feminists
· Jesus for disabled people
· Jesus for contemporary Christians

	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit – Why does context matter?

	key Knowledge about Jesus through context which will support future learning about Jesus in Christianity and Islam at GCSE . 

Content on Jesus will link into Prophethood in Islam at GCSE, Christian Beliefs at GCSE and Human Rights and Social Justice at GCSE. 


	 Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values

Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of others

Ability to recognise, and value, the things we share in common across cultural, religious, ethnic and socio-economic communities
	Drive to learn about Jesus in context other than Christianity. 

Engaging in learning about a famous figure in a variety of contexts to develop further cultural capital 
	Importance and interpretations of Jesus in different contexts

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Any Christian based job e.g. priest / Theologian / Sociology

	Year 8 – 3&4
	Can religion change? 

	· Can religion change?
· How did Islam begin?
· The death of Muhammad
· Development of Sunni and Shi’a Islam
· Geographical spread of Islam
· How did Hinduism begin?
· Sacred texts and practices in Hinduism
· Reform movement in Hinduism
· Modern interpretations of Islam and Hinduism 
· Conclusion: can religion change? 
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit assessment – can religion change? 

	 Key knowledge on Islam which will support GCSE units on Islam. 
Interpretation knowledge on Islam and Hinduism will help in all GCSE units where modern day context is applied to Biblical and Qur’anic scripture.  

Basic knowledge on Islamic worldviews gained from Year 7 units (e.g. what is the Qur’an) will help with modern interpretations. Knowledge gained from this unit will provide a base for Islam at GCSE

	Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values

Understanding of other parts of the world and different cultures, global citizen.


	Drive to learn about how religion has changed through history and how that impacts society today
	Origins of Islam
Denominations of Islam
Origins of Hinduism
Islam and Hinduism in contemporary society 

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Theologian / Sociology

	Year 8 – 5&6
	Do things always get better over time? 


	· What does “better” mean?
· What can Julian of Norwich teach us about women’s roles in early Christianity?
· How did religion influence the treatment of women during the witch trials?
· What made Khadijah a significant figure in Islam?
· Was Aisha a feminist figure?
· Have women’s rights improved in Saudi Arabia?
· How do Christian and Muslim views on women compare?
· How are women shaping religion today?
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests


	Key knowledge on treatment of women through time periods in History which will support learning about the role and status of women at GCSE 

Links to Relationship & Family unit, Human Rights and Social Justice and Beliefs about God at GCSE
	Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life

Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of others

History – Belvoir Witch Trials
	Focus on Engagement and Drive in how women have been treated through different time periods.

	Positive and negative experiences of women in Christianity
Positive and negative experience of women in Islam
Religion and gender roles in contemporary society

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Theologian / Historian / Sociologist / Social work / law

	Year 9
	

	Year 9 – 1&2
	In which law are we most unduly or unhappily bound?

	· Why are we conflicted in knowing what is right and wrong?
· What are the ‘Ten Commandments’ expecting of us?
· Are there any other Gods?
· Why are idols so problematic?
· What is the power in a name?
· Can we have a ‘Sabbath Day’ in the modern world?​
· What does it mean to honour your father and your mother?​
· Does the commandment ‘Do Not Kill’ mean anything in modern society?​
· Why is adultery forbidden?​
· What is the harm in stealing?​
· Why do we bear false witness and covet?
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

Formative assessment
	January exam on whole unit which will support Thematic topics in Year 10 GCSE and Crime & Punishment in year 9.  

Links into KS4 themes of Crime & Punishment and Human Rights & Social Justice. Further links to GCSE overall through the 10 commandments.  
	Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life

Understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions

Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.
	Focus on our Responsibility when following or not following rules. 

 
	Morals
Ten commandments 
Rule of law
Human nature 

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Police / law / sociology / psychology 

	Year 9 – 3&4
	Does great power come with great responsibility?  


	· What is responsibility?
· What do religious rules teach us about the value of life?
· Why did the Crusades happen?
· Did religious leaders use their power responsibly during the Crusades?
· What does the Holocaust tell us about power?
· How did religious leaders respond to the Holocaust?
· How did power impact Cambodia?
· How did Western values influence the Middle East after 9/11?
· What is Jihad and how is it misunderstood?
· What responsibilities do we have to future generations?
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests


	Links to Peace and Conflict unit in Year 10 Core RS. 
Links to Thematic units in GCSE – Jihad and Value of Life
	Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life

Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them

History – Holocaust and Crusades
	 Responsibility – learning about the responsibility that comes with power and using it ethically
	Responsibility 
Authority
Sanctity of life
Holy War
Jihad
Crusades

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Police / Politics / Historian / Sociology / Psychology

	Year 9 – 5&6
	Crime and Punishment – AQA GCSE Unit
	· What is crime and punishment?
· What are some of the causes of crime?
· Religious attitudes to different types of crime
· What are the aims of punishment?
· Religious attitudes to suffering 
· Different punishments in the UK 
· Religious attitudes to forgiveness
· Should we bring back the death penalty?

	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

Formal assessment on Crime and Punishment using GCSE format 

	Assessment made of GCSE style questions from past exam papers to prepare students for KS4 level assessments. 

Links to further GCSE units which incorporate similar themes such as and provides key knowledge on the UK legal system for personal development. 


	Knowledge of Britain’s democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our history and values, and in continuing to develop Britain
Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of others
Acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs
Ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their own lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England

Understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions
	Drive to learn about a Crime and Punishment in the UK and the legal system to contribute to their understanding of citizenship and rule of law. 

Responsibility as a citizen to consider the effects their actions have on others. 

Engagement to participate in debates on big questions such as ‘should we bring back the death penalty?’
	Types and causes of crime
Aims of punishment
Types of punishment
Forgiveness and justice
Death penalty

Analysing ethical theories in relation to punishment.
Evaluating justice systems using religious principles.
Interpreting religious texts on forgiveness and retribution.

Police / law / judge / sociology / social work / human rights 



