	KS4 Curriculum Plan – RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORE
	

	Module
	Main Topic
	Summary of essential Knowledge and Skills
	Assessments

High                  Low 
	Rationale for:
Sequence/ Interleaving
Assessments

	Cross Curricular Links
Extra Curricular
SMSC
	Values: Physical (Courage), Responsibility (Generosity), Inspiration, Drive (Wisdom), Engagement (Passion)
	Substantiative / Disciplinary Knowledge / Career links

	Year 10
	

	Year 10 – 1&2
	Religion, Peace and Conflict – AQA GCSE Unit
	· What is war and peace?
· How important is the cycle of forgiveness?
· What are the main causes of war?
· Should we have Nuclear Weapons?
· What does religion teach about terrorism?
· Is it ever right to go to war? Just War theory
· Is a Holy War a contradiction? 
· What is pacifism?
· How should victims of war be treated? 
	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit – GCSE questions in exam paper format 

	Knowledge that is useful as a global citizen and in understanding political matters and religion beliefs on war. 

Incorporating teachings of Christianity and Islam as the predominant religions in the UK. 


	Global citizen 
Politics 
Ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their own lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England

Understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions

History – any war-based topic
	Drive to improve knowledge of parts of the world and differing beliefs.
	Peace & Justice
Violence & War
Terrorism
Forgiveness & Reconciliation
Weapons of Mass Destruction

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Politics / refugee care / human rights 

	Year 10 – 3&4
	How far does it make a difference if you believe in life after death?
	· Are near death experiences proof of an afterlife? 
· What does Islam teach about after life after death?
· Why do Buddhists want to end Samsara?
· What is the Christian hope for life after death?
· How do Humanists beliefs impact their life?
· How does your belief in life after death impact your life? 

	Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

End of unit extended writing assessment on life after death 

	Knowledge of different beliefs of life and death and the impact they may have on how we live our lives and make moral decisions. 

Following on from prior learning in KS3 about the different religious beliefs and evaluating the evidence of different beliefs. 
	Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life
Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values

Ability to recognise, and value, the things we share in common across cultural, religious, ethnic and socio-economic communities
	Drive to learn and think critically about evidence when examining different points of view


	Different religious beliefs about life after death
Humanist beliefs
Impact of beleifs about life after death

Interpretation skills
Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

	Year 10 – 5&6
	What difference does it make to be non-religious in Britain? 
	· What proportion of Britain is religious?
· How do we understand unbelief?
· Is God all in the mind?
· How should we live if God is dead?
· Is religion like a drug? 
· Why do some Atheists still do religious practices?

	 Low stakes testing at regular intervals during lessons

Key word tests

Formal assessment on Atheism  
	Assessment on key terms, Humanist beliefs and secular practices in Britain today

Following on from ethics unit in Year 9 and comparing similarities and differences between other religions they have already learned about.  
Links to all thematic units of RS at GCSE which compare Christian, Muslim and contemporary British views and values.  

	Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them

Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life

Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values

Acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs

Understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures in the school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain
PSHE – tolerance and diversity
	Drive to learn about Humanist values and ethical decision making as a non-believer

Responsibility to consider what rules they would instigate as a non-religious believers
	Religious demographic of Britain
Understanding Unbelief Report
Theories of religion as fake

Evaluation skills
Analysis skills
Critical thinking
Application skills

Sociology / psychology / politics / law



