	KS3 Curriculum Plan for Music

	Module
	Main Topic
	Summary of essential Knowledge and Skills
	Assessments

High                  Low 
	Rationale for:  
· Sequence / Interleaving 
· Assessments 
 
	Cross Curricular  
Extra Curricula 
SMSC 
	Values) Drive (Wisdom), Responsibility (Generosity), Physical (Courage), Engagement (Passion) 

	Year 7

	Year 7 - 1
	Musical Basics – Elements and Rhythm
	· Key words – elements
· MAD T SHIRT acronym 
· Chair Drumming – how to play the Drums

	
MAD T SHIRT WORDS and meanings
	Immediate engagement with musical terms and activity.
Basic rhythm skills that will be needed throughout music study at every level

	Team work skills
Chair Drumming Club
	Drive
Physical
Engagement

	Year 7 - 2
	Singing 
	· Singing in parts
· Singing with expression
· Ensemble work
· Live performance
· Lyric learning
	Live Performance
	Learning to sing with expression is a key part of the NC
	Performances in the Christmas Concert and Remembrance Service 

	Drive
Responsibility
Physical
Engagement

	Year 7 - 3
	Stave Notation
	· Note Values
· Time signatures
· Polyrhythms
· Notes on the stave
	Note values
Notes on the stave
	Key component of music is how to write it down – required for GCSE music, and opens up 
	Music Lessons
Cultural Capital
	Drive
Engagement

	Year 7 - 4
	Keyboards – treble clef

	· Combining prior knowledge of note values and pitch
· Piano technique – finger placement
· Addition of a left-hand chord part
	Reading music and
performing the piece on the keyboard
	Students must learn an instrument for GCSE
	Music Lessons and access to musical groups outside of school
Cultural Capital
	Drive
Engagement

	Year 7 - 5
	Keyboard Performance 
	· Playing melody with the right hand
· Chords in the left hand
· Using backing tracks

	2 x assessment on keyboard with individual feedback given and time to improve between
	Giving time to make progress and improve is crucial in practical subject
Also due to exams next door, we have to go quiet in these two terms.
	Music Lessons and access to musical groups outside of school
Cultural Capital
Drama and PE Performance
	Drive
Engagement

	Year 7 - 6
	My Favourite Music
	· Independent research into the styles of music students like.
· Listening and analysis linking back to MAD T Shirt
· Research into the Music Industry, independent artists and record labels
	MAD T SHIRT WORDS and meanings

Listening Test relating to the above

	Assessing why we like the music we like, and creation of opinion that is backed up by musical or other reasons. Importance of other people’s opinions being different from your own. Also due to exams next door, we have to go quiet in these two terms.
	Cultural Capital – Individual choices, likes and dislikes of others
Culture and Diversity

	Drive
Engagement

	Year 8

	Year 8 - 1
	 The Orchestra

	· Instruments names and sound
· Historical music periods
· Notable composers
· Listening skills

	Instrument and section spellings

Listening exam – answering questions on the music heard

	Relevant knowledge for GCSE, getting used to hearing other sounds from different styles of music than most are used to. – use of MAD T SHIRT from topic 1

	Music Lessons and access to musical groups outside of school
Cultural Capital
	Drive
Engagement

	Year 8 - 2
	African Drumming

	· History and development of culture
· Key musical features
· Listening and identifying sounds
· Group composition using features learnt in previous term
	Listening Test relating to characteristic musical features


Group Composition 
2 x assessment on piece with group feedback given and time to improve between

	Developing rhythm skills from year 7 into composition. Also leads into Blues Music
	Cultural Capital
Chair Drumming group
	Drive
Engagement
Physical
Responsibility

	Year 8 – 3 & 4 
	Ukuleles
	· Playing in an ensemble
· Learning a new instrument
· Chord charts for Ukuleles
· Strumming patterns
· Singing as additional instrument 
	Ensemble performance
2 x assessment on ukulele with group feedback given and time to improve between
	Students have to play an instrument to take GCSE. 
Ensemble skills are a component of GCSE and this also feeds into ensemble/band skills in year 9
	SMSC - Team work
Cultural Capital
Ensemble Playing – Rock School

	Drive
Engagement
Physical
Responsibility

	Year 8 - 5
	Blues Music
	· History of musical development
· Features of the music
· Creating chords (triads)
· 12 Bar Blues
· The Walking Bass
	Listening Test relating to characteristic musical features

	Harmonic theory –key knowledge needed for GCSE. Leads on from playing chords in previous topic to understanding their construction and use
Also due to exams next door, we have to go quiet in these two terms.
	History – The Slave Trade
SMSC - Cultural Capital

	Drive
Engagement


	Year 8 - 6
	Blues Music
	· Keyboard assessment – performance of walking bass pattern, with improvisation challenge with HA
	Individual performance assessment with composition assessment for HA

2 x assessment on keyboard with individual feedback given and time to improve between
	Prepares for composition task in first unit of year 9
Students must play an instrument to take GCSE so this is a development from year 8 keyboard work.
Also due to exams next door, we have to go quiet in these two terms.
	History – The Slave Trade
SMSC - Cultural Capital
Ensemble Playing – Rock School

	Drive
Engagement
Physical
Responsibility

	Year 9

	Year 9 - 1
	Creating Melodies
	· Creating a melody to go on top of the 12 Bar Blues structure learnt at end of year 8
	Paired Composition assessment
	To assist with development of composition work which is the harder part of the GCSE
Also facilitates further enjoyment for those not selecting it after year 9
	SMSC - Cultural Capital – melodies of the Western World

	Drive
Engagement


	Year 9 - 2
	Film Music
	· How music adds to a visual
· Ways of creating emotion in music
· Use of Music Technology

	Composition – creating a piece of music to match a storyboard
	GCSE topic that all students can access whether taking the subject or not. 
	SMSC - Cultural Capital –social communication of emotions through sound in varying cultures

	Drive
Engagement


	Year 9 – 
3 and 4
	Ensembles
	· Making use of an instrument previously studied and putting a band together
· Ensemble performance skills
	Live ensemble performance 
	Shows both potential GCSE and non-GCSE students how to create a band and how music fits together
	SMSC - Cultural Capital
Ensemble Playing – Rock School

	Drive
Engagement
Physical
Responsibility

	Year 9 - 5
	Careers in Music
	· Research and PowerPoint skills as students create information presentations on a wide variety of careers from within the music industry – some which required GCSE Music and many that don’t
	Low stakes quizzing
	Post-Options, shows careers in the music industry that do not revolve around GCSE/playing an instrument/composing music. Also due to exams next door, we have to go quiet in these two terms.
	SMSC – developing knowledge of the music industry to wider their choice of jobs – WEX ideas for when they are in year 10
	Drive
Engagement


	Year 9 - 6
	Instrument Studies or Performance- 
	· Origins of instrument
· Instrument techniques
· Repertoire 
· Practice routines
Non-GCSE taking students will research a selection of instruments, GCSE students will focus on their own instrument as this feeds into the Year 10 course – working on the GCSE performance
 
	Presentation (non-GCSE students) or performance (GCSE Students)
	Also due to exams next door, we have to go quiet in these two terms.
	SMSC – musical ensembles and performance of individual repertoire. 
Ensemble Playing – Rock School

	Drive
Engagement
Physical
Responsibility



