	KS3 Curriculum Plan

	Module
	Main Topic
	Summary of essential Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary 
· Key concepts 
· Disciplinary knowledge
	Assessments

High                  Low 
	Rationale for: 
· Sequence / Interleaving
· Assessments

	Cross Curricular 
Extra Curricula
SMSC
	Values = Drive (Wisdom), Responsibility (Generosity), Inspiration (Curiosity), Physical (Courage), Engagement (Passion)

	Year 7

	Year 7 - 1
	Early settlers in England
	Why does Robert Winder say Britain is a ‘mongrel nation’? 
Understand the different migrants who settled in England before 1066. 
· Interpretation and enquiry.


	 

Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

A short written task will be reviewed at the end of the topic. 
	Introduce key historical skills and concepts essential for all topics: 
· Knowledge recall
· Explanation
· Evaluation
Provides a starting point for pupils to see the early origins of our country and what has contributed to English culture. Will assist in understanding of future topics. 
  
Summative assessment (short paragraph) at the end of the topic to reinforce formative assessment or provide any stand out concerns early on. 

	
Introduce PEEL when completing written work as taught in English and whole school.  


Cultural – understanding some of the early origins of English culture.


	
Particular focus on Inspiration (Curisoity) when learning the origins of our country and our ancestors. 

	Year 7 - 2
	Norman Conquest

	How far did England change under the Norman Conquest?
Understand how the Normans took control of England and what this meant for society. Evaluate the level of change that took place. 
· Change and continuity

	
Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

1st formal assessment at the end of the topic reviewing both topics 1 and 2 and testing all historical skills (knowledge recall, chronological understanding, key vocabulary, source analysis and extending writing). 
	Topics taken chronologically (Norman Conquest start of England as we know it.)

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work. 

Summative assessment at the end of the topic to reinforce formative assessment and test key historical skills and retrieval ability.

	Use PEEL as taught in English and whole school.


Cultural – Link with Belvoir Castle
	Particular focus on Physical (Courage) when looking at the battles. Showing empathy for the courage of the Saxons and Normans who fought. 

	Year 7 – 3-4
	Power in England in the medieval period
	Who was the most successful Plantagenet monarch?
Understand the power struggles during this period and the strengths and weaknesses of the monarchy.
· Similarities and differences

	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

A short written task will be reviewed at the end of the topic.
	Topics continue to build chronologically showing the developments of the British monarchy and society during the medieval period. 

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.

Summative assessment (short paragraph) at the end of the topic to reinforce formative assessment or provide any stand out concerns early on. 
	Use PEEL as taught in English and whole school.


Social – rule of law (Magna Carta)
	 
Particular focus on Responsibility (Generosity) when looking at how democracy is formed – power starting to be taken away from the king.

	Year 7 - 5
	Islamic World
	How did the Islamic civilisation help to change the world?
Understand the developments in the Islamic world and how this spread across Europe, including religion, trade and education. 
· Cause and consequence

	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

2nd  formal assessment at the end of the topic reviewing all topics from the start of Year 7 and testing all historical skills (knowledge recall, chronological understanding, key vocabulary, source analysis and extending writing).
	Topics continue chronologically. Provides pupils with an understanding of what is going on in the wider world (in line with the National Curriculum).

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.
 
Summative assessment at the end of the topic to reinforce formative assessment and test key historical skills and retrieval ability.

	Use PEEL as taught in English and whole school.


Cultural – challenging common views of the Islamic world and appreciating their culture


	

Particular focus on Drive (Wisdom) to challenge views relating to civilised societies and provide more in depth knowledge of where many European ideas come from. 

	Year 7 - 6
	Tudors
	How did the religious changes under the Tudors affect the lives of ordinary people in England?
Understand the religious developments during the Tudor reign and how this impacted everyday lives.  
· Change and continuity
· Evidential enquiry 
	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

A short written task will be reviewed at the end of the topic.
	Topics continue to build chronologically. Year 8 will start with the final Tudor monarch, Elizabeth.

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.

	Use PEEL as taught in English and whole school.

Spiritual – changes in religion and respecting all faiths
	Particular focus on Drive (wisdom) when understanding how England became  Church of England country.

	Year 8
	

	Year 8 - 1
	Elizabeth I 


	How far was Elizabethan England a ‘golden age’?
Understand the changes in Elizabethan society and the impact that it had.
· Interpretation
	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.


A written task will be reviewed at the end of the topic.
	Topics build chronologically from Year 7. 
Relates to Elizabeth GCSE topic which focuses on the ‘golden age’, Spanish Armada and English sailors. 

Summative assessment at the end of the topic to reinforce formative assessment or provide any stand out concerns early on. More depth expected in extended writing answers 

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.

	Use PEEL as taught in English and whole school.

Spiritual – changes in religion and respecting all faiths
	
Focus on Drive (wisdom) when looking at how many aspects of our society advanced during the Elizabethan period and how it links to today.
Also Physical (Courage) by having empathy for the strength of Elizabeth as a female monarch in this time.

	Year 8 - 2
	Early British Empire







Local study – Belvoir witches




	Was the early British Empire just for profit? 
Understand the motivations for the first British Empire by looking at economics, religion and power. 
· Causation




How does the story of the Belvoir witches show people’s belief in witchcraft in the 16th-17th centuries?
Understand ideas about witchcraft during the 1500s-1800s using the Belvoir witches as a case study.
Enquiry
	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

A written task will be reviewed at the end of the British Empire topic.



Peer assessment of witches project.

1st formal assessment at the end of the topic reviewing all topics covered since the start of Year 7 and testing all historical skills (knowledge recall, chronological understanding, key vocabulary, source analysis and extending writing).
	Topics continue to build chronologically from module one and provide understanding of how Britain’s power is growing and becoming more global. This will set the scene for the rest of History at KS3 and going into KS4. 

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.



Height of witchcraft comes during the Stuart period so taught after that. Taught as a case study to bring together historical skills. 
Task to create a booklet to show information learnt through topic which will then be peered evaluated.

	Use PEEL as taught in English and whole school.

Link to Geography – discuss the Commonwealth. 





Cultural – Link with Belvoir Castle and Bottesford.
Moral – ideas of misogyny.\

	Focus on Inspiration (curiosity) when discussing exploration of the world.







Particular focus on Inspiration (curiosity) when discussing ideas of why there as a trial for witches/was it a fair trial?



	Year 8 - 3
	Parliamentary change





	How significant was the English Civil War in bringing about Parliamentary change in England?​
Understand the events of the English Civil War and the impact this had on the British monarchy and political system in the long term.
· Significance

	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

A written task will be reviewed at the end of the topic.

	Taught chronologically.
Task to create a booklet to show information learnt through topic which will then be peered evaluated.

	Use PEEL as taught in English and whole school.

Cultural – Link with Newark (fighting took place 
	Focus on Engagement (passion) when looking at how people in England fought for their rights.



	Year 8 - 4
	Africa in the 19th Century
	How and why have views changed about Africa over time? 
Understand what African countries were like before colonisation and how and why perspectives changed. 
· Change
· Cause and consequence

	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

2nd  formal assessment at the end of the topic reviewing all topics covered since the start of Year 7 and testing all historical skills (knowledge recall, chronological understanding, key vocabulary, source analysis and extending writing).

	Topic precedes Transatlantic Slave Trade and Growth of the British Empire as it supports pupil understanding of these and will allow them to think more critically. 

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.

Summative assessment to cover range of topics learnt so far in KS3 in order to incorporate a range of knowledge and show conceptual thinking.  

	Moral – looking at development of racist views and why this is wrong

Link with Geog when they look at Africa in Year 9.

	Drive (wisdom) when looking at the historiography of views towards African cultures and being wise to challenge these.


	Year 8 - 5
	Transatlantic Slave Trade
	What impact did enslavement have on the enslaved people?
Understand the growth of the Transatlantic Slave Trade and the impact this had on enslaved people.  
· Cause and consequence

	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

A written task will be reviewed at the end of the topic.

	Builds on previous topic as knowledge is already there of why the Transatlantic Slave Trade began.

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.

	Use PEEL as taught in English and whole school.

Moral – looking at issue of slavery and equality.


	Engagement (passion) and physical (courage) looking at how Africans and African-Americans have fought for freedom and equality.

Responsibility (generosity) discussing collective responsibility for getting equal rights. 

	Year 8 - 6
	British imperialism 
	How different was the later British Empire to the First British Empire?
Understand how the British Empire grew and changed from its origin, as well as the impact of colonisation on indigenous people.
· Change and continuity
· Cause and consequence

	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

A written task will be reviewed at the end of the topic.

	Knowledge building chronologically. Builds on previous topics as knowledge of the foundation of the empire has already been gained and now can start to think about the evolution of the empire. Growth of British Empire lays foundation of knowledge for Empire involvement in WW2 looked at in Year 9.

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.



	Use PEEL as taught in English and whole school.


Moral – looking at equal rights and impact of colonisation.

	Inspiration (curiosity) when seeing how Britain became powerful and how Britain used that power. 



	Year 9
	

	Year 9 – 1
	Women’s suffrage
	Is Dr Fern Riddell right to describe the Suffragettes as terrorists?
Understand the reasons for and the results of the women’s suffrage movement and how we should view their actions.
· Interpretation

	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

A written task will be reviewed at the end of the topic to test interpretation skills.

	Knowledge continues to build chronologically from Year 7 and 8. This topic marks the beginning of the twentieth century. 

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.

Summative assessment to test interpretation skills to show development of analytical skills from Year 7. 


	Use PEEL as taught in English and whole school.

Moral – looking at equal rights. 
Social – democracy  and freewill.
	Engagement (passion) and physical (courage) looking at how women have fought for equality.
Responsibility (generosity) discussing collective responsibility for getting equal rights.
Inspiration (curiosity) – which women would you like to meet? Who has had an impact on our life today?

	Year 9 - 2
	The Great War
	Was Germany really to blame for World War One?
Understand the causes of the war and the role of key political powers before the outbreak.
· Causation



Why should we remember the Great War?
Understand the reasons for war breaking out and the role of the Empire and communities at home.  
· Significance

	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

A written task will be reviewed at the end of the first WW1 topic .


1st formal assessment at the end of the topic reviewing all topics covered since the start of Year 7 and testing all historical skills (knowledge recall, chronological understanding, key vocabulary, source analysis and extending writing).
	Knowledge is continued chronologically. The war has been mentioned in relation to previous topic (women’s suffrage) so reinforces that knowledge. Additionally, there is a focus on the Empire so this builds on knowledge gained in Year 8. 

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.


Summative assessment to cover range of topics learnt so far in KS3 in order to incorporate a range of knowledge and show conceptual thinking.  

	Link with Year 7 Drama – War Horse.
Link with Year 7 English – Private Peaceful and Dulce est Decorum est.

Moral – looking at moral issues of war. 

Cultural – appreciating the role other cultures played in British victory.

Social – understanding the fight for democracy. 

Visit to WW1 Battlefields later in the year. 
	Physical (courage) looking at the people who fought during the war, helped at home and sacrificed lives.

Inspiration (curiosity) – what role did your ancestors play in the war? 

	Year 9 – 3
	Dictators
	How far is the rise of dictators down to the cult of personality?
Understand why dictators became popular and the impact they had on their people.
· Causation



	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

A written task will be reviewed at the end of the topic .

	Topics build chronologically. This topic addresses more challenging concepts of fascism and communism. This will be developed further at GCSE but allows all pupils to have an understanding of how dictatorships grow. 

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.



	Link with Year 7 R.S. – extremism.

Moral – looking at right and wrong decisions and understanding consequences.

Social – discussing the fight for greater freedom and the implications


	Responsibility (generosity) looking at how to resolve conflict and collective responsibility.









	Year 9 – 4
	Second World War 

	What was turning point in the Second World War?
Understand the main events in the Second World War that can be considered turning points and led to an Allied victory.  
· Causation

	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.



	Topics build chronologically. 


Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.

	 Use PEEL as taught in English and whole school.

Social – discussing ideas of democracy and how to effectively resolve conflict. 

Moral –  was it right to drop the atomic bombs?

	Physical (courage) looking at the people who fought during the war, helped at home and sacrificed lives.

Inspiration (curiosity) – discussions about family links with WW2.

	Year 9 - 5
	Holocaust
	How did ‘a series of moments of escalation’ result in the catastrophe referred to the as the Holocaust? 
Understand what the Holocaust was and the roles people played in it. 
· Cause and consequence

	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

A creative task to review learning sensitively and meaningfully. 


	Holocaust – requirement on the National Curriculum. Taught as a separate unit after WW2 so students can focus solely on the impact on the Jewish community alone (more respect and tolerance).

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.

	Link with Year 8 R.S. – knowledge of Judaism. Also R.S. to teach Holocaust unit alongside/close to us in History. 

Moral – looking at the ethical issues. 

Spiritual – respecting different faiths and beliefs.
	Physical (courage) looking at the people who suffered.

Responsibility (generosity)  discussing collective responsibility in ensuring the safety and freedom of everyone.

Inspiration (curiosity) – what questions would you have for the survivors? How inspired are you by their strength?

	Year 9 - 6
	Decolonisation
	How did the world begin to decolonise?
Understand how the British Empire collapsed and country’s began to decolonise. 
· Cause and consequence
	Virtually every  lesson a review of previous lesson / lessons with low stakes quiz.
Use of peer and self-assessment.
AFL strategies.
Q&A throughout the topic.

	Topic follows on chronologically. Sets the scene for more recent History so for those not continuing at GCSE, they will be left at a good place to understand current world events. For those who continue into GCSE it sets up for the GCSE Migration topic.  

Formative assessment continues to build historical understanding, knowledge recall and embeds more historical skills in written work.

	Social – development of peoples freedoms

Cultural – celebrating diversity

	Engagement (passion) when looking at people following their beliefs and pushing for better fights.

Responsibility (generosity) looking at the idea of collective responsibility when gaining freedom and equality.  





