	   KS3 Curriculum Plan: GEOGRAPHY - YEAR 8

	Module
	Main Topic
	Summary of essential Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary 
	Assessments

High                  Low 
	Rationale for: 
· Sequence / Interleaving
· Assessments
· SMSC

	Cross Curricular 
Extra Curricula

	Values) Drive (Wisdom), Responsibility (Generosity),  Physical (Courage), Engagement (Passion)

	

	Year 8 - 1
	COASTAL ENVIRONMENTS
	Substantive Knowledge:
To know the physical processes that shape the coast, sequence of landform formation, impacts of erosion at the coast, coastal management – hard and soft engineering, difficult decisions must be made about where to protect. Protecting one location has impacts on another.

Disciplinary Knowledge: Predicting, sorting according to characteristics, sequencing, drawing, interpreting photographs, analysing rates of erosion, cost-benefit analysis, 

 
	All lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering) and stretch and challenge tasks.

MCQ
	Builds on understanding of erosion and deposition (gained in year 7 – rivers) in addition to transportation processes. Further develops idea that stakeholder viewpoints are varied and that reducing erosion in one location may have detrimental effects on another. Coasts is a unit in the GCSE specification.


Assessment targets misconceptions that may have returned post rivers in year 7 and builds on skills introduced in year 7.
	Links with Science – processes such as weathering
DT – engineering

Stakeholder viewpoints roleplay and speech writing


	Pupils demonstrate ‘Drive’ as they activate prior learning and apply it to the coasts topic


	Year 8 - 2
	SPOTLIGHT ON AFRICA
	Substantive Knowledge:
To know the location of Earth’s continents and oceans, which biomes are in Africa and their characteristics, the distribution of Africa’s population, the opportunities and challenges parts of Africa face.

Disciplinary knowledge: 
Describing distribution, interpreting information in a table/graph, evaluation
	
All lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering).

Summative Assessment: Africa is a continent

	Geographical skills are assessed alongside content knowledge


Assessment encapsulates the range of geographical skills and knowledge that student are expected to continue to develop over the year.

Many students have misconceptions about the continent of Africa. This unit enables these to be targeted ‘head-on’. This links to KS4 where the rapid economic development of Nigeria is covered in detail.
	Language for learning techniques for writing: PEEL paragraphs, TEA, write like a geographer

Diagrams and annotation

Language for learning – expanding knowledge of Tier 2 and 3 tier vocabulary

Misconception identification


	Students demonstrate engagement as they are immediately confronted by their own misconceptions.

	Year 8 - 3
	THE GEOGRAPHY OF CRIME
	Substantive Knowledge: 
Crime type is linked to human and physical landscaped. Crime can be reduced by ‘designing out crime’ and creating ‘defensible spaces’.
Disciplinary Knowledge:
Reading OS maps, interpretation of map data, 4 and 6-figure grid references, compass directions, analysis of crime data and statistics
Fieldwork investigation to investigate crime

	MCQ

Summative assessment: 


	
Basic OS map skills recap (taught previously in year 7). A second opportunity is presented for students to learn their own geographies 

Measure success in carrying out basic geographical skills and investigationsin the local area. In addition to understanding of planning to prevent crime.

	Link to careers – police, planning

Links to global citizenship
	Student demonstrate engagement as they recognise that map skills remain valuable in today’s world and enjoy applying these to the exciting topic of crime

	Year 8 - 4
	GLACIATION AND COLD ENVIRONMENTS



	Substantive Knowledge: 
Glaciers shape the land, transportation, erosion and deposition in addition to weathering processes. Landforms are created by glacial processes. There are conflicts in glaciated landscapes. There are opportunities for development and challenges related to these.
Ice is depleting in the Arctic and Antarctic – causes and effects.
Disciplinary Knowledge:
Describing distribution, interpreting information in a table/graph, evaluation, photo interpretation, stakeholder viewpoints, sequencing, evaluating multi-modal information, interpreting OS maps, satellite data/images,
	
All
 lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, tru or false, re-ordering).

Assessment (exam) with some MCQs, draw and annotate, explain and evaluation questions at the end
	
OS map sills applied to novel situation brought to life through a case study. Links to rivers and coasts but more challenging. Ice loss links back to Asia unit and forward to climate change topic at GCSE. Exploring ice loss in both hemispheres enables us to revisit latitude understanding and recap.


Measures content knowledge and key geographical skills taught – can students apply knowledge to new situations?

	Use of PEEL paragraphs paragraphs - whole school language for learning strategy.  

Discussion around real-life opportunities and challenges.

	Students demonstrate wisdom as they are able to apply what they have learned in rivers and coasts and apply those principles to a more complex real-life scenario.

Impact of ice loss links to climate change at GCSE and touching on this here, leaves students engaged and keen to learn more.
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	Year 8 - 5
	GLOBALISATION AND FAST FASHION

	Substantive Knowledge:
Globalisation creates an increasingly connected world, impacts of globalisation, winners and losers, globalisation and fast fashion. Sustainability, Britain’s fast fashion ends up on beaches in Ghana, 

Disciplinary Knowledge:
Photograph interpretation, data analysis interpretation and findings, evaluation, 
	All
 lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, tru or false, re-ordering).

MCQ
	Links to sustainability – thread throughout KS3 and 4. Links to resources management at KS4 – water. Links to globalisation in year 7, Introduces uneven development – covered in KS4.

Low stakes quiz – enables students to demonstrate secure substantive knowledge from year 7 is carried through and applied to a new situation.
	Use of satellite images and photographs in addition to stakeholder viewpoints. 

Fast fashioin the news is covered where there is a recent example eg Primark

can relate to their own shopping habits – reflection opportunity
	Students demonstrate engagement as they are particularly interested in the topic and can relate to their own shopping habits – reflection opportunity

	Year 8 - 6
	GEOGRAPHY IN THE NEWS
	Substantive knowledge: (Varies according to what is in the news)
2025: The Sycamore Gap Tree: What is a landmark? Examples of landmarks – human and physical (natural), Why are trees important, famous trees, SG tree removal established facts and conviction of perpetrators, impacts of the loss and creation of monuments, sprouting of the stump and planting of saplings.

Disciplinary knowledge:
Evaluation of evidence, investigating impacts, 
	All
 lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, tru or false, re-ordering).

MCQ
	
Tests ability to demonstrate application of knowledge gained over the year and apply it to a current situation. Links back to crime unit and forward to importance of trees as carbon sinks (GCSE)..

Demonstrates knowledge gained over the module.
	Use of photograph analysis and tasks where students are required to use information from a variety of sources to form a judgement.

Links to real-world contemporary issues
	Students demonstrate passion as they are interested in crime and get to consider a range of differing viewpoints prior to formulating their own judgement.
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