	   KS3 Curriculum Plan: GEOGRAPHY - YEAR 9

	Module
	Main Topic
	Summary of essential Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary 
	Assessments

High                  Low 
	Rationale for: 
· Sequence / Interleaving
· Assessments
· SMSC

	Cross Curricular 
Extra Curricula

	Values) Drive (Wisdom), Responsibility (Generosity),  Physical (Courage), Engagement (Passion)

	

	Year 9 - 1
	The Middle East



	Substantive Knowledge:
Physical and Human Geography, Climate, Challenges in the Arabian Peninsula, Development of Dubai, Challenges of development in Yemen, Impacts of the Syrian civil war, Sustainable cities: Masdar City.
Disciplinary Knowledge: Interpreting data, population pyramids, climate graphs, development indicators, describing distribution, photo analysis

 
	All lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering) and stretch and challenge tasks.

MCQ
	Builds on locational geography gained in years 7 and 8, added complexity of ‘region’. Picks up on inequality introduced in years 7 and 8 and tackles misconceptions ‘head-on’. Supports student to understand some of the issues facing troubled countries and the barriers to development. Provided further opportunities to utilise writing techniques with an emphasis on writing ‘like a geographer’.
Assessment targets misconceptions using hinge questions.
	

Stakeholder viewpoints 

Links to English as articles are utilised throughout.
	Students demonstrate engagement as they are immediately confronted by their own misconceptions about this region.

Students respond with drive as the start of year 9 represents a significant shift to ‘grown-up’ geography and they enjoy the more mature themes.

	Year 9 - 2
	DEVELOPMENT

	Substantive Knowledge:
Mega-misconceptions – Hans Rosling, Life on different levels – Gapminder: Dollar Street, Impact of Globalisation on development, Population structure and control. Population pyramids and The Demographic Transition Model.
Disciplinary knowledge: 
Describing distribution, interpreting information in a table/graph, evaluation, photo analysis, statistical analysis, research,
	
All lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering).

Summative Assessment EXAM: The Middle East and Development

	Geographical skills are assessed alongside content knowledge

Many students have misconceptions about the state of the world. This unit enables these to be targeted ‘head-on’ with the ‘Chimp Test’ a misconceptions test devised by the late Hans Rosling. Rosling found that humans performed worse than chimps (random) in a MCQ about the state of the world. This unit builds upon the inequality of the Middle East and considers the gap between rich and poor for the first time. Links to GCSE unit – Urban issues and Challenges and Changing Economic World (both paper 2).
	Language for learning techniques for writing: PEEL paragraphs, TEA, write like a geographer

Language for learning – expanding knowledge of Tier 2 and 3 tier vocabulary

Misconception identification


	Students demonstrate engagement as they are immediately confronted by their own Mega-misconceptions.

Students respond with drive as the start of year 9 represents a significant shift to ‘grown-up’ geography and they enjoy the more mature themes.

	Year 9 - 3
	ECOSYSTEMS: THE TROPICAL RAINFOREST
	Substantive Knowledge: 
Location and features of the TRF, climate, plant and animal adaptations, scale and rate of deforestation, management of the TRF, reasons to protect the TRF, sustainable management of the TRF,
Disciplinary Knowledge:
Interpretation of map data, multi-modal resource evaluation, photo interpretation

	
Summative assessment: Issue evaluation
  
All lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering) and stretch and challenge tasks.

	
Builds upon ecosystem knowledge gained in lower KS3 and applies to a real-life issue evaluation. Deeper focus of deforestation of TRF is covered at GCSE. 

This assessment provides a valuable opportunity to test student’s ability to deal with multi-modal resource in test conditions just at those that select GCSE geography will have to do in the exams.

	Link to careers – ecology
Link to Science and GCSE Geography – ecosystems and climate change

Links to global citizenship – causes of deforestation – social responsibility
	Students demonstrate passion as they are faced with startling facts about the deforestation of the TRF and its impacts.

	Year 9 - 4
	
URBAN INEQUALITY

	Substantive Knowledge: 
Urbanisation, informal settlements, opportunities and challenges, push and pull factors influencing rural to urban migration. Redevelopment/resettlement.
Disciplinary Knowledge:
Describing distribution, interpreting information in a table/graph, evaluation, photo interpretation, stakeholder viewpoints, evaluating multi-modal information, satellite data/images,
	
All
 lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering) and stretch and challenge tasks.


Assessment: TRUST COMMON EXAM – Issue evaluation linked to informal settlements
	
Pre-requisite development knowledge applied to novel situation brought to life through real-life examples.


Measures content knowledge and key geographical skills taught – can students apply skills to new situations? Multi-modal resource similar to that experienced at GCSE.

	Use of PEEL paragraphs paragraphs - whole school language for learning strategy.  

Discussion around real-life opportunities and challenges.

Links to English as the book ‘Trash’ is read in sections by the teacher to model reading fluency
	Students demonstrate wisdom as they are able to apply what they have learned in Development and apply those principles to a more complex real-life scenario.
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	Year 9 - 5
	NATURAL HAZARDS: Tectonic Hazards
	Substantive Knowledge:
Structure of the Earth, Plate tectonics theory, plate margins, earthquakes and volcanic eruptions – causes, effects and responses. Reducing risk: MP3. Why live near tectonic hazards, case study knowledge (HIC – Christchurch New Zealand and LIC - Nepal).
Disciplinary Knowledge:
Photograph interpretation, data analysis interpretation and findings, evaluation, map skills, Evaluate case studies
	All
 lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering) and stretch and challenge.

MCQ and 9 mark GCSE style question with whole class feedback
	Links to Science

Low stakes quiz – enables students to demonstrate secure substantive knowledge from year 7 is carried through to year 9 once recap and development of deeper understanding has occurred.

Demonstrates knowledge deepened over the module.and examines high tariff response structure
	Use of satellite images and photographs in addition to tables and graphs.
Link to current tectonic hazards if appropriate
Use of ‘to what extent’ scaffolds – links to GCSE
Dual-coded case study sheets aid memorisation of case studies
	Students demonstrate engagement as they are particularly interested in the topic, brought to life using case studies.

	Year 9 - 6
	NATURAL HAZARDS: Weather Hazards
	Substantive knowledge: 
Global atmospheric circulation model, link between GAC and TRFs and deserts, tropical storms – causes, structure, formation and track. Case study: Typhoon Haiyan – effects and responses. MP3 to reduce risk. Extreme weather in the UK: The Beast from the East – social and economic impacts.
Disciplinary knowledge:
Evaluation of evidence/case studies, investigating impacts, satellite tracking images, photo interpretation, map skills
	All
 lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, tru or false, re-ordering).

MCQ and 9 mark GCSE style question with whole class feedback
	 Links back to year 7 unit and forward to GCSE

Demonstrates knowledge deepened over the module.and examines high tariff response structure
	Use of photograph analysis and tasks where students are required to use information from a variety of sources to form a judgement.

Dual-coded case study sheets aid memorisation of case studies

	Students demonstrate passion as they are interested in natural hazards and enjoy evaluating and comparing case studies and examples.
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