Priory Belvoir English
Curriculum Intent
The primary intent of our English curriculum at Belvoir is to equip our students with the knowledge required to lead a constructive, positive and independent life in the wider world. We are ambitious for our students. We want all of our students to understand how this knowledge is the key to accessing success in society; it is knowledge of skills for life, not just for school.
Our curriculum is designed to improve our students’ life chances, with opportunities for achievement for all.  We educate our students’ heads and hearts with knowledge that is both pragmatic and passion invoking, carefully selecting literary vehicle texts that will give our students knowledge and widen their experiences of the human condition. 
We serve a rural community. Our curriculum is designed to enable our students to make sense of the world around them; selecting texts that feature similar experiences to their own to evoke empathy and understanding, but by also selecting diverse texts that expose Belvoir students to different experiences, beyond that which they might encounter in their immediate experience. We immerse our students in rich reading materials so that our students can know that universal themes are part of the human condition no matter what. All students have an equity of experience – studying the same broad curriculum, with adaptations in place to ensure success for all.
All students at Belvoir are encouraged to be active readers and writers as well as having a wide range of academic qualities. Time management, critical thinking, cooperation, and motivation are all key to the English curriculum at Belvoir as we prepare students for wider world experiences and careers in the field of English and beyond. 
Central to our curriculum is that our students recognise that they will read for purpose and for pleasure. We do this through everyday lessons and conversations of the vehicle literary texts we choose to teach, but also explicitly in our reading for pleasure lessons in Years 7 and 8. All of our students are readers.
Speaking and listening opportunities are designed to explore topics creatively and in greater depth, building confidence in self expression. All of our students have a voice: they are all speakers.
We develop our students’ cultural capital through the study of canonical literary heritage texts and seminal world literature. We expose them to a range of fiction and non fiction reading from the 16th century onwards. We provide our students with enrichment experiences to see how the historical world of literature is still relevant to their world today. 
Our curriculum is fully compliant with the National Curriculum for English. It is sequenced so that our students can acquire and develop knowledge in a cyclical and logical structure. We return to knowledge of content and knowledge of the academic discipline of English throughout the academic year, building schema. We return to this knowledge year on year, using a spiral curriculum model. This enables our students to progress, grow and mature into confident communicators. 
We deem our key knowledge as the ability to:
· Critically analyse and compare authorial intent in a range of fiction and non-fiction texts by diverse authors, with an understanding of the times in which they were written and an appreciation of the impact this has on a text.
· Critically analyse and compare methods used by a writer.
· Structure a text coherently to engage and entertain 
· Create a strong and clear voice in writing
· Write complex texts accurately
· Communicate in an effective and articulate manner in talk

Curriculum Implementation
· Literary genre approach to studies at KS3 
· Classroom visual environments are language rich to develop vocabulary knowledge.
· Enrichment opportunities are in place for students to develop their cultural capital such as trips Stratford Upon Avon,  Carnegie book shadowing group, celebrations of World Book Day, National Poetry Day, National Writing Day 
· Memory recall strategies 
· Regular low stakes quizzes.
· Explicit vocabulary study
· Reciprocal reading approaches embedded in the curriculum.

Curriculum Impact
· Students are secure in the knowledge of reading, writing, speaking and listening.
· All students progress 
· Above national average performance in GCSE English Literature and GCSE English Language is maintained.
· The chances for pupils to move successfully onto the next stage of their lives
· The cultural, economic and societal capital to become citizens of the world 

