	KS3 Curriculum Plan

	Module
	Main Topic
	Summary of essential Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary 
	Assessments

High                  Low 
	Rationale for: 
· Sequence / Interleaving
· Assessments

	Cross Curricular 
Extra Curricula
SMSC
	Values) Drive (Wisdom), Responsibility (Generosity),  Physical (Courage), Engagement (Passion)

	Year 8: Theme – Dystopia

	Year 8 - 1
	
Analysing Language and Structure in Dystopian literature. 


	Substantive Knowledge:
To know how an author creates a dystopian world through their use of language and structure

Short story:
A Sound of Thunder by Ray Bradbury– to form a bridge between dystopian fiction and imaginative writing (looking at language and structure, and overall narrative structure)

Disciplinary Knowledge: Predicting, close reading, basic comprehension, skimming, scanning, questioning, reading backwards and forwards, 
visualising, inferring meaning, empathising, language and structure analysis

	Summative Assessment on excerpt from 1984 by George Orwell. Trust Common Reading Assessment.

All lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering).

	Starting with extracts that introduce traditional dystopian conventions. 

Progress reading assessment – check reading skills level
	Use of PEEL paragraphs - whole school language for learning strategy.  

Discussions involving what makes a utopian and dystopian world.

	The courage of authors to explore topics that are important in the world today is explored. E.g. Malorie Blackman racism, George Orwell poverty etc. 

The wisdom of writers to select choices of language and structure to deliberately create effect and manipulate readers is explored too. 


	
	Imaginative Writing

	Substantive Knowledge: 
To know what a cyclical narrative is and techniques used by writers of the dystopian genre. 

Disciplinary Knowledge: 
Whole text organisation (clear beginning, middle, end), whole text narrative structure (problem, crisis, resolution) paragraphing. Varied sentence structure within paragraphs.
Ability to use figurative writing techniques such as: metaphor, simile, verbs, personification, five senses, adjectives and adverbs, colours, emotive language.
Correctly laid out and punctuated dialogue.
Deliberate and adventurous use of vocabulary.

	Summative Assessment 
Write a short story about living in a dystopian world.

All lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering).

	
Students to use their knowledge of dystopian conventions to be able to craft their own narrative that fits the genre. 
Progress writing assessment – check writing skills level
	Language for learning techniques for writing such as the use of graphic organiser to structure writing, non negotiable spellings

National Poetry Day stand- alone lesson early October


	A passion for story writing is encouraged through student’s abilities to shape their own creative writing.

	Year 8 - 2
	Imaginative Writing


	The first two weeks of this half term are taken up with delivering imaginative writing, as explained above.
	As above
	As above
	As above
	

	
	20th Century Fiction (novel)

	Substantive Knowledge: 
To know the key themes of the novel Animal Farm n as well as the context surrounding Steinbeck’s writing. 


Disciplinary Knowledge: 
Predicting, close reading, basic comprehension , skimming, scanning, questioning, reading backwards and forwards, 
visualising, inferring meaning, empathising

	Group Oral Presentation: How does Orwell present the theme of inequality in the novel?

All lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering).

	

The novel to come after extracts and short stories for students to have exposure of a full text. Themes such as oppression, control and hierarchy are returned to. 

Teacher marking of oral assessments will assess students’ ability to analyse a theme, and speaking and listening skills.
	Use of PEEL paragraphs (adapted to PETH) - whole school language for learning strategy.  

Discussion on power, control and hierarchy.
	Passion for reading for pleasure is installed throughout this module. 
The responsibility of us as humans learning about issues such as race, misogyny and ableism are covered throughout the scheme of learning. 

Students also show their own courage through performing their oral assessments in front of the class.  

	Year 8 - 3
	Shakespeare: The Tempest



	Substantive Knowledge: 
Substantive Knowledge: Students to understand the plot and have knowledge of the characters and themes in the play. Students to understand the context of the play and have knowledge of the time in which Shakespeare was writing. Students to be taught about directors’ choices when staging a production. 

· Overall knowledge of main plot of the play, and focussed study of Act 1 Scene 2 and Act 3 Scene 1
· Key drama elements: staging, lighting, sound, costumes, acting skills
· Contextual knowledge of: 16th century exploration, seafaring, colonialism, slave trade.

Disciplinary Knowledge: 
Predicting, close reading, basic comprehension , skimming, scanning, questioning, reading backwards and forwards, 
visualising, inferring meaning, empathising, , language and structure analysis, drama key elements

	Group Oral Presentation
How would you stage Act 1 Scene 2 or  Act 3 scene 1 from The Tempest to show it has conventions of a dystopian world?

All lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering).

	Students to use their knowledge of dystopian conventions to see how similar themes are explored by Shakespeare. Students to use knowledge from drama lessons of acting and staging to make clear judgements on how a performance would be produced. 


Teacher marking of oral assessment will assess students’ ability to understand the text, explore the author’s use of language and structure, use of drama key elements, the links to context, and speaking and listening skills.
	Use of PEEL paragraphs - whole school language for learning strategy.  

Stand alone  National Writers’ Day lesson

Discussion on slavery, racism and colonisation. 
	Students are introduced to Shakespeare’s wisdom of the world around him and how he has reflected this into his plays. 

Students are encouraged to show their own creative passion when creating set designs and costumes for if they were to stage their own Shakespeare production.

	Year 8 - 4
	

Comparative Non-Fiction

	Substantive Knowledge:
To know different genres and purposes of non-fiction texts as well as understand which techniques are used by authors to create specific effect.


Disciplinary Knowledge: 
Predicting, close reading, basic comprehension , skimming, scanning, questioning, reading backwards and forwards, 
visualising, inferring meaning, empathising, language and structure analysis, comparison



	
All lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering).

	
Non-fiction to come first to introduce students to different forms of writing before them attempting their own transactional piece. Students to see how dystopian conventions are at play in society as well as in fiction. 


Progress reading assessment – check reading skills

	Use of PEEL paragraphs (adapted to PEELTEEL) - whole school language for learning strategy.  


	Students explore generosity shown by real life Scientists and the responsibility they have to care for others. 

Students show passion in debates around whether they agree/disagree with the arguments given in the articles speeches that are read together.

	Year 8 - 5
	Poetry
Language and structure
Comparison


	Substantive Knowledge:
To know specific poetry terms as well as ideas used by poets.

Poems studied:

Resistance by Simon Armitage
Tomorow they’ll be coming to get me by Jackie Kay
Refugee Blues by WH Auden

Disciplinary Knowledge: 
Predicting, close reading, basic comprehension , skimming, scanning, questioning, reading backwards and forwards, 
visualising, inferring meaning, empathising, , language and structure analysis, comparison.

	Low stakes multiple choice quiz on content, language and structure of poems.

Most lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering).

	
Poetry to further build on knowledge of dystopian conventions e.g. inequality, hierarchy, injustice, control, dictatorship. Knowledge of refugees and migrant crisis gained from Reading for Pleasure study of The Crossing also informs knowledge here. 

Low stakes quiz – enables students to show of knowledge of poems and poetic techniques in a different mode to an extended essay.
	Use of PEEL paragraphs (adapted to PEELTEEL) - whole school language for learning strategy.  

Stand alone lesson for World Book Day

Lots of discussion on issues such as war today particularly in relevance to Ukraine and refugees. 
	Students explore the courage of authors to write out topics such as immigration, displacement of people and homelessness. 

Students are able to learn about their responsibility as human beings towards the environment and the generosity we must show to others less fortunate than ourselves by considering empathy with speakers and characters in poems studied.

	Year 8 - 5
	Evaluating Film Trailers
	Substantive Knowledge:
To know the purpose of a film trailer and how directors use themes, ideas, events, people and settings to create an effective dystopian trailer.


Disciplinary knowledge: 
Predicting, close reading, basic comprehension, skimming, scanning, questioning,  
visualising, inferring meaning, empathising, evaluating, oracy, presenting, basic film language.

	Group Oral Presentation:  How does the trailer/filmmaker effectively establish a dystopian world. 
All lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering).

	Students to use their knowledge of writer’s techniques to achieve a purpose to then consider how directors do the same. 

Teacher marking of oral assessments will assess students’ ability to evaluate, and speaking and listening skills.
	Presentation skills

Link to GCSE Media studies. 
	Courage to perform an oral presentation in front of their peers.

	Year 8 - 6
	Transactional Writing
Writing for audience and purpose and VSPAG


	Substantive Knowledge
To know the key features of a film review and methods used by writers to engage readers. 

Disciplinary Knowledge
Whole text organisation (introduction, topic paragraphs, counter argument, conclusion), paragraphing.
Varied sentence structure within paragraphs.
Ability to use transactional writing techniques such as anecdote, alliteration, fact, opinion, rhetorical question, repetition, exaggeration, emotive language, statistics, triples.
Deliberate and adventurous use of vocabulary.

	Summative assessment: Write a film review of The Hunger Games

All lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering).

	Students to use their knowledge of how non-fiction texts are produced to achieve a purpose to create their own. Students to use sentence structures and vocabulary they have learnt through homework and through the study of a variety of texts. Knowledge of film terminology to progress through from previous module. 

Progress writing assessment – measure progress from writing Assessment 1

	Language for learning techniques for writing such as non negotiable spellings

	Students to explore the creativity used by directors of films and passion of reviewers. 

	Year 8- 6

	
	Speaking and Listening

	Substantive Knowledge:
To know the key features and techniques used in a speech. 

Disciplinary Knowledge:
Ability to use transactional writing techniques such as anecdote, alliteration, fact, opinion, rhetorical question, repetition, exaggeration, emotive language, statistics, triples.
Delivery- eye contact, audible, gestures, engagement with audience through use of rhetorical devices

	Campaign to be Prime Minister of Bayswater
Individual oral presentation

Most lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering).


	

Teacher marking of oral assessment will assess students’ speaking and listening skills.

	Presentation Skills

Discussion of real political speeches and election campaigns. 
	Students to show courage when performing their presentations

	Reading for Pleasure
Year 8
	All students in Year 8 have an hour a week of reading for pleasure. This involves independent reading, reading to members of staff, discussion based on books and reading, creating presentations on books they have read and completing reading journals. 

All students read three dystopian texts across the year to compliment the study of this genre in the other lessons. 
	Most lessons have a review of previous learning via low stake quizzes (multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true or false, re-ordering).

	Dystopian conventions to again be explored through the themes in the chosen novels. 
	The books chosen relate to themes of curriculum text, and are chosen due to their quality of writing and wider values: class discussion is frequent.  

	Students are encouraged to develop a passion for reading and literature. 



