
	English KS4 Curriculum Plan

	Module
	Main Topic
	Summary of essential Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary 
	Assessments

High                  Low 
	Rationale for: 
· Sequence / Interleaving
· Assessments

	Cross Curricular 
Extra Curricula
SMSC
	Values
 Drive (Wisdom), Responsibility (Generosity),  Physical (Courage), Engagement (Passion)

	Year 10

	Year 10 - 1
	Reading, Analysing, Evaluating and Comparing non-fiction. 


	· Reading C20th Non Fiction
· Basic comprehension 
· Language and Structure  
· Comparison skills 
· Evaluation 

	Students to be assessed on the ability to evaluate effective a text is at achieving a purpose.

Every lesson –multiple choice quizzes/mix and match.true or false to consolidate learning and reveal gaps


	Nonfiction articles come first as many of the messages explored by authors of these texts link to our literature texts. E.g. racism, LGBTQ+ themes, war and conflict. 


Model paragraphs are shown, along with grade descriptors, and sentence starters are provided which are self and peer assessed. These assessments help reveal gaps at the end of the unit, and which objective (e.g analysing structure), we will need to repeat and refocus on in future units of work. 

	
History – Year 10 module 5 and 6 – Civil Right movement in USA

Nonfiction texts covering a wide variety of PSHE themes. 
	
Responsibility (Generosity)
Focus on Generosity – as we look to ‘understand’ people of diverse cultures. 

	Year 10 - 2
	Belonging Poetry Cluster 1
	· The theme of belonging/lack of belonging
· Language and Structure Analysis
· Contextual understanding
· Comparison of writer’s methods. 

	Every lesson –multiple choice quizzes/mix and match,.true or false, memorisation of quotes  to consolidate learning and reveal gaps



	Having already studied 3 poems on the theme of belonging Yr 9, we revisit this with 3 new poems,  this time from Edexcel’s GCSE Literature anthology,  grouped together under the idea of belonging in two places. Students develop knowledge of language and structure analysis, along with the inclusion of context.  This is a new cluster of poetry,  selected as part of the Pioneers in Lit programme, to increase our students’ awareness of experiences that are different to their own.

Students participate in dual coding activities to memorise quotes, either by doing this themselves or led by staff using noun project images. Students are also expected to write comparative essay paragraphs, having been provided with grade descriptors, model paragraphs, sentence starters and self assessment check lists.
	Conversations had on how these poems link to human experience of people who may be migrants, suffer discrimination, the Windrush generation and victims of colonialism. 

	Responsibility (Generosity)
Focus on Generosity – as we look to ‘understand’ people of diverse cultures.


	Year 10 - 2
	A Christmas Carol

	19th Century Fiction - A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
Read and understand the theme of the supernatural.
Analyse Dickens’ use of language and structure and the desired effect on readers.

	Students to be assessed formally on their ability to track a theme throughout a novel considering the author’s intentions. 

Every lesson –multiple choice quizzes/mix and match true or false, memorisation of quotes  to consolidate learning and reveal gaps


	
The key knowledge of how to analyse language and structure are repeated when switching to GCSE Eng Lit. Students have read the novel in Year 9, and so are familiar with the narrative. We move them on from studying the theme of family, to the theme of the supernatural, in addition to language and structure analysis. Students use their knowledge of how supernatural characters are constructed, building on the in-depth study of this theme across other pieces of literature in Year 9. We also study ACC here, to capitalise on the build up to Christmas in society and discuss what it means, deep down, to celebrate Christmas.

In class practising of essay writing to prepare the students for the high stakes past paper exam practice assessments. During this preparation, model paragraphs are shown, along with grade descriptors, and sentence starters are provided. These assessments help reveal gaps at the end of the unit, and which elements of the key skills (e.g analysing structure), we will need to repeat and refocus on in future units of work. 




	
Conversations had on how themes in this novel are still hugely prevalent in today’s society. 



	

Engagement (Passion) 
In exploring views about family, society, poverty and making amends students develop their point of view and they often become passionate about them. 

Debates are encouraged here.


 

	
	Transactional Writing
	· Transactional Writing
	Assessment on students’ ability to write a letter or an article effectively, to match an audience and purpose, using correct spelling, punctuation and grammar and ambitious vocabulary.


Every lesson –multiple choice quizzes/mix and match.true or false to consolidate learning and reveal gaps

	We do this here in order for students to use knowledge of society at Christmas time to form a basis for their transactional writing linking to themes of hardship, kindness and generosity similar to what has been previously studied in the novel. 


In class practising of transactional writing paragraphs prepare the students for the high stakes past paper exam practice assessments. During this preparation, model paragraphs are shown, along with grade descriptors, and sentence starters are provided. These assessments help reveal gaps at the end of the unit, and which elements of the key skills , we will need to repeat and refocus on in future units of work. 

	
	Engagement (Passion) 
In exploring views on a variety of topics, students develop their point of view and they often become passionate about them. 

Debates are encouraged here

	Year 10 - 3
	Post 1945 Literature 

	· Post 1945 Literature - Boys Don’t Cry by Malorie Blackman
· Read and understand 
· Theme
· Context 
· SPAG 


	Students to be assessed on their ability to track the progression of a character throughout the novel. 

Every lesson –multiple choice quizzes/mix and match, true or false, memorisation of quotes  to consolidate learning and reveal gaps


	
We continue to explore themes across a text. We explore the themes of toxic masculinity and attitudes towards homosexuality within this text, along with exploring how and why Blackman has constructed the characters and what messages they represent about society.


In class practising of essay writing prepares the students for the high stakes past paper exam practice assessments. During this preparation, model paragraphs are shown, along with grade descriptors, and sentence starters are provided. These assessments help reveal gaps at the end of the unit, and which elements of writing we will need to repeat and refocus on in future units of work. 

	
RS – Year 10 module 1 and 2 – Same sex relationships / gender equality

We clearly look at cultural elements – and discuss what is distinctive about British culture
	
Responsibility (Generosity)
Focus on Generosity – as we look to ‘understand’ people of diverse cultures.

Engagement (Passion) 
In exploring views about diverse cultures and gender stereotypes students develop their point of view and they often become passionate about them. 

Debates are encouraged here.


	

	Year 10 - 4
	Revisiting Victorian Children’s Literature




	· Reading 19th Century Fiction
· Basic comprehension 
· Language and Structure  
· Evaluation 
· Imaginative Writing 


	
Every lesson –multiple choice quizzes/mix and match true or false to consolidate learning and reveal gaps


	
Having studied Literature for the last two modules, the focus shifts back to GCSE Language. Again, writers’ methods are explored here, looking specifically at evaluating how successful they hae been.

In class practising of writing to prepare the students for the high stakes past paper exam practice assessments. During this preparation, model paragraphs are shown, along with grade descriptors, and sentence starters are provided. These assessments help reveal gaps at the end of the unit, and which elements of the key skills (e.g analysing structure), we will need to repeat and refocus on in future units of work. 

	
	
Drive (Wisdom)

We are beginning to really focus on developing skills of learning – e.g. refining exam style responses and developing an awareness of how authors, and the students themselves, use language and structure to create meaning.

	
	Belonging Poetry Cluster 2
	· Belonging poetry
· Language and Structure 
· Context 
	Every lesson –multiple choice quizzes/mix and match,.true or false, memorisation of quotes  to consolidate learning and reveal gaps

Students to be assessed on this in the mock exam in the following module. 
	We revisit the Edexcel Poetry Anthology, exploring poems  grouped together under the idea of belonging in two places. Students develop knowledge of language and structure analysis, along with the inclusion of context. 

Students participate in dual coding activities to memorise quotes, either by doing this themselves or led by staff using noun project images. Students are also expected to write analytical and comparative paragraphs, having been provided with grade descriptors, model paragraphs, sentence starters and self assessment check lists.

	Conversations had on how these poems link to human experience of people who may be migrants, suffer discrimination, the Windrush generation and victims of colonialism. 

	
Responsibility (Generosity)
Focus on Generosity – as we look to ‘understand’ people of diverse cultures.


	Year 10 - 5
	Shakespeare



	· Shakespeare – Macbeth
· Read and understand Theme Conflict 
· Language and Structure 
· Context 


	

Students to be assessed on their ability to track the progression of a character throughout the novel. 

Every lesson –multiple choice quizzes/mix and match,.true or false, memorisation of quotes  to consolidate learning and reveal gaps

	
The key knowledge of how to analyse language and structure are revisited. Students have read the play in Year 9, and so are familiar with the narrative. We move them on from studying the theme of the supernatural, to the theme of conflict in addition to language and structure analysis. 

In class practising of analytical writing prepare the students for the high stakes past paper exam practice assessments. During this preparation, model paragraphs are shown, along with grade descriptors, and sentence starters are provided. These assessments help reveal gaps at the end of the unit, and which elements of the key skills (e.g analysing structure), we will need to repeat and refocus on in future units of work. 


	
History – Year 11 module 3 Elizabethan England – Religious difficulties


	

Engagement (Passion) 
In exploring views about ambition, morality, gender and greed, students develop their point of view and they often become passionate about them. 

Debates are encouraged here.

	Year 10 - 6
	Unseen Poetry 

	· Unseen poetry
· Read and understand 
· Language and Structure 

	
Students to be assessed on this in the mock exam in the following module.

Every lesson –multiple choice quizzes/mix and match,.true or false, memorisation of quotes  to consolidate learning and reveal gaps

	This is a short synoptic unit where students utilise the knowledge they have accumulated for analysis language and structure, to read and understand and analyse the language and structure used in several poems not from the anthology. A selection of pairs of poetry are covered here, with teacher using and modelling stepped approaches to the breakdown of poems, and then how to construct a critical essay.

In class practising of analytical and comparative paragraphs prepare the students for the mock exam. During this preparation, model paragraphs are shown, along with grade descriptors, and sentence starters are provided. The mock helps reveal gaps at the end of the unit, and which elements of the key skills (e.g analysing structure), we will need to repeat and refocus on in future poetry study. 




	 





























Students often pick topics based on themes they have covered in Geography, History and Sociology.
	Drive (Wisdom)

We are beginning to really focus on developing skills of learning – e.g. refining exam style responses and developing an awareness of how authors, and the students themselves, use language and structure to create meaning.

	
	Speaking and Listening 
	· Effective speech structures
· Rhetorical devices
· Presentation skills
	· Individual spoken language presentation lasting between 5 and 10 minutes..
	For the speaking and listening component of the course, we encourage students to select an engaging topic to complete a presentation on.

To prepare the students for this high stakes assessment, they are shown example speeches, both in terms of content and delivery, and the grade descriptors are shared with them.
	
	Drive (Wisdom)
We are beginning to really focus on developing skills of learning – e.g. suitability presenting their views to an audience




