	Curriculum Plan- DRAMA

	Module
	Main Topic
	Summary of essential Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary 
	Assessments

High                  Low 
	Rationale for: 
· Sequence / Interleaving
· Assessments

	Cross Curricular 
Extra Curricular
SMSC
	Values) Drive (Wisdom), Responsibility (Generosity), Physical (Courage), Engagement (Passion)

	Year 7

	1
	Storytelling

	Greek Theatre: Theatre history, use of masks, Greek Gods and legends, choral speaking
The Kapok Tree: Physical Theatre, soundscapes, still images
Roald Dahl Nursery Rhymes: Multi-rolling, physical theatre, characterisation
Skills: The 5 Cs of Drama- teaching the basics (voice projection, no backs to the audience, use of facial expressions, characterisation, how to read a script)
	Students begin each year with a multiple-choice assessment which covers prior knowledge and new content. They repeat this test at the end of the year to track progress
Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Before each data drop, students do an extended assessment, including process, a performance and an extended piece of written work. This is marked using WTS/GDS etc (one per term). Students also complete a skills-based performance assessment which is peer assessed (one per term).
	We start with Greek Theatre as they study this at Primary School, so it offers some familiarity and builds upon prior knowledge. Greek Theatre is thought of as the ‘first theatre’ so it is a sensible starting point to feed into theatre history.
Students need the first term of year 7 to be explicitly taught the basics/fundamentals of drama and performance. Using a range of different, accessible texts that they will have encountered before (e.g., three little pigs) allows us to do this
The assessment structure is the same across KS3, as we only have each class once a week it is important to obtain accurate, reliable data without being too assessment heavy (both for student engagement and teacher workload). Therefore, each half term students complete one practical and one written assessment. The mark scheme is explicitly linked to KS4 to allow for accurate grading. There is always ongoing verbal feedback during lessons to help students progress.
	History: Greek Theatre
Science: Deforestation
English: Fables, nursery rhymes/poetry
Extra-Curricular: Students in year 7 are encouraged to audition for the school production this half term
SMSC: The 5C’s of Drama, cooperation, communication, creativity, control, confidence
	Responsibility/engagement: Students are taught the 5C’s of Drama and encouraged to be ‘in control’ of themselves physically/vocally (i.e.. Not running or shouting) and when using the drama space.
They develop their skills of teamwork by working in groups of 5/6 all half term.

	2
	Fables and Grimm's Tales

	Fables: Engaging an audience, body language, physical theatre, characterisation
Hansel and Gretel/ Red Riding Hood: Vocal skills, physical skills, characterisation. Including:
Tone, volume, pitch, pace, pause, facial expression, gait, hand gestures, posture
The Apprentice: Common assessment across Trust
	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Before each data drop, students do an extended assessment, including process, a performance and an extended piece of written work. This is marked using WTS/GDS etc  by the teacher (one per term). Students also complete a skills-based performance assessment which is peer assessed (one per term).

	Students build up towards a longer assessed performance on ‘The Apprentice’ This allows them to: have more autonomy and develop independent skills when organising their group work/communicating in a team. Encouraged to learn their lines. Introduced to the concept of a dress rehearsal/use of lights/props/staging. These are all ideas that need to be introduced early on in KS3.

See year 7 half term 1.

	English: Fables and nursery rhymes
SMSC: The 5C’s of Drama, cooperation, communication, creativity, control, confidence

	Responsibility/engagement: Students are taught the 5C’s of Drama and encouraged to be ‘in control’ of themselves physically/vocally (i.e.. Not running or shouting) and when using the drama space.
They develop their skills of teamwork by working in groups of 5/6 all half term.


	3
	Melodrama

	The Rentman
Charlie Chaplin
The Laundrette
The Great Train Escape
Skills: Melodramatic/exaggerated body language, gesture, facial expressions
Use of space and awareness of audience
Use of music in performance
	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Before each data drop, students do an extended assessment, including process, a performance and an extended piece of written work. This is marked using WTS/GDS etc  by the teacher (one per term). Students also complete a skills-based performance assessment which is peer assessed (one per term).

	Melodrama allows students to concentrate on developing their physical skills. Half term 3 is a suitable time to introduce this, as they need to understand the basics of performance and have been introduced to physical theatre in term 1. They have also done a lot of vocal work by this point so often enjoy a slightly different challenge.

See year 7 half term 1.
	Music: The music of Melodramas
Dance: Movement in time to music
History: Charlie Chaplin and ‘the roaring 20s’
SMSC: The 5C’s of Drama, cooperation, communication, creativity, control, confidence (this is ongoing throughout year 7)

	Physical: Module focuses on physical acting, this can be challenging for some students


	4
	Spooky Stories
	Ghost stories: The Woman In Black, Frankenstein, Treasure Island, Dracula
Skills: Creating an appropriate atmosphere, engaging the audience

	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Before each data drop, students do an extended assessment, including process, a performance and an extended piece of written work. This is marked using WTS/GDS etc  by the teacher (one per term). Students also complete a skills-based performance assessment which is peer assessed (one per term).


	Students need to learn about creating atmosphere and different genres of performance in year 7. At this point in the year, they have done a lot of work on vocal and physical skills, so they are able to apply those skills in this module.

See year 7 half term 1.

	English: chills and thrills in year 9
Music: creating atmosphere through music
Dance: movement to music
SMSC: The 5C’s of Drama, cooperation, communication, creativity, control, confidence (this is ongoing throughout year 7
	Responsibility: Students are working in groups developing their communication and teamwork skills

	5
	WW1 and War Horse

	War Horse: watch the play and understand the plot and characters. Discuss the role animals played in the war.
Performance skills: Characterisation, creating appropriate atmosphere, choral speaking, still images
Theatre design: Puppet design (introduction to Handsprung company) and Costume design
Dulce et Decorum Est

	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Before each data drop, students do an extended assessment, including process, a performance and an extended piece of written work. This is marked using WTS/GDS etc  by the teacher (one per term). Students also complete a skills-based performance assessment which is peer assessed (one per term).

	English do poetry in module 4 so students come to Drama with some prior knowledge to build on. This module can be easily adapted to be classroom based without compromising student outcomes- at this point in the year we tend to lose our spaces to exams, so it is a sensible choice of sequencing.

See year 7 half term 1.

	English: WW1 poetry
History: WW1
Art: design skills, colour theory, material properties
SMSC: The 5C’s of Drama, cooperation, communication, creativity, control, confidence (this is ongoing throughout year 7)

	Wisdom: Students learn a good deal of historical context here which they can link across other subjects.

	6
	WW1 And War Horse

	War Horse: watch the play and understand the plot and characters. Discuss the role animals played in the war.
Performance skills: Characterisation, creating appropriate atmosphere, choral speaking, still images
Theatre design: Puppet design (introduction to Handsprung company) and Costume design
Dulce et Decorum Est
	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Before each data drop, students do an extended assessment, including process, a performance and an extended piece of written work. This is marked using WTS/GDS etc  by the teacher (one per term). Students also complete a skills-based performance assessment which is peer assessed (one per term).

	English do poetry in module 4 so students come to Drama with some prior knowledge to build on. This module can be easily adapted to be classroom based without compromising student outcomes- at this point in the year we tend to lose our spaces to exams, so it is a sensible choice of sequencing.

See year 7 half term 1.

	English: WW1 poetry
History: WW1
Art: design skills, colour theory, material properties
SMSC: The 5C’s of Drama, cooperation, communication, creativity, control, confidence (this is ongoing throughout year 7)



	Wisdom: Students learn a good deal of historical context here which they can link across other subjects.


	Year 8
	

	1
	Mugged



	Students participate in the following skills workshops:
Vocal skills
Physical skills 
Use of space
Stage Combat
Conventions of a script
	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Before each data drop, students do an extended assessment, including process, a performance and an extended piece of written work. This is marked using WTS/GDS etc (one per term). Students also complete a skills-based performance assessment which is peer assessed (one per term).

	We start with Mugged as it is the longest module of work so fits best over the Autumn term. It is also the most heavily practical, so students tend to find it engaging to start the year. The performance skills they have learnt in year 7 can also be built on/consolidated.
The assessment structure is the same across KS3, as we only have each class once a week it is important to obtain accurate, reliable data without being too assessment heavy (both for student engagement and teacher workload). Therefore, each half term students complete one practical and one written assessment. The mark scheme is explicitly linked to KS4 to allow for accurate grading. There is always ongoing verbal feedback during lessons to help students progress. Students retain one booklet throughout 7-9 so they can see their progress over the whole of KS3.


	English: speaking and listening, analysis of a text
SMSC: Gangs, knife crime, friendships




	Engagement/courage: Students pushed out of their comfort zone by exploring difficult concepts/unknown practitioners, develops confidence.
Responsibility: Students develop teamwork skills by working in groups of 2-6. They must rehearse independently and organise their time.



	2
	Mugged



	Students participate in the following skills workshops:
Vocal skills
Physical skills 
Use of space
Stage combat
Using props
Students then take either an acting or backstage role to create a whole class performance of the play Mugged

	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Peer assessed skills-based performance
	We start with Mugged as it is the longest module of work so fits best over the Autumn term. It is also the most heavily practical, so students tend to find it engaging to start the year. The performance skills they have learnt in year 7 can also be built on/consolidated.
See year 8 half term 1.

	English: speaking and listening, analysis of a text
SMSC: Gangs, knife crime, friendships





	Engagement/courage: Students pushed out of their comfort zone by exploring difficult concepts/unknown practitioners, develops confidence.
Responsibility: Students develop teamwork skills by working in groups of 2-6. They must create their own rehearsal schedules and organise their time.


	3
	Devising: Surveillance



	Students work in groups to devise a performance from stimulus along the theme of ‘surveillance’.
Students are introduced to a variety of devising techniques including hot seating and role on the wall.
Students learn about theatrical techniques and conventions and how to use them including cross cutting and thought tracking.
	Peer assessed skills-based performance
	Students need to have done an extended devised piece before they get to year 9 to properly breakdown how to devise and the elements that make up a devised performance. They do a devised performance in year 9 but it is condensed into 6 weeks to consolidate knowledge from year 8 and speed up creative processes. They then do a devised performance in year 10 as part of their GCSE.
See year 8 half term 1
	English/computing: Research skills

	Drive: Students to consider experiences outside of their own and develop their social awareness and creative thinking skills.


	4
	Devising: Surveillance



	Students work in groups to devise a performance from stimulus along the theme of ‘surveillance’.
Students are introduced to a variety of devising techniques including hot seating and role on the wall.
Students learn about theatrical techniques and conventions and how to use them including cross cutting and thought tracking.

	Teacher assessed extended performance and written assessment to inform next data drop
	Students need to have done an extended devised piece before they get to year 9 to properly breakdown how to devise and the elements that make up a devised performance. They do a devised performance in year 9 but it is condensed into 6 weeks to consolidate knowledge from year 8 and speed up creative processes. They then do a devised performance in year 10 as part of their GCSE.
See year 8 half term 1

	PE/Music: Physical and vocal warmups and cooldowns
SMSC: Teamwork, cooperation, communication




	Drive: Focus on independent learning skills and responsibility for own learning needed at KS4.


	5
	Shakespeare



	Romeo and Juliet
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Macbeth

Understanding genre
The language of Shakespeare
Recap on choral skills
Stage combat
	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Peer assessed skills-based performance
	Students have studied sufficient Shakespeare in English to be able to access the language and make links in their prior learning.
We have to do live theatre at the end of the year due to logistics with space.
	History: Elizabethan/Jacobean theatre
English: Shakespeare’s language
SMSC: Gang violence

	Engagement/courage: Students pushed out of their comfort zone by exploring difficult concepts/unknown practitioners, develops confidence.


	6



	Live Theatre: Romeo and Juliet
	Different types of stages/staging
Theatre adaptations/modernisation
Presentation skills

	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Peer assessed skills-based performance
	See above
	English/computing: Research skills
Music/Art/Media: To inform Shakespeare adaptation

	Responsibility: Students develop teamwork skills by working in groups of 2-6. They must create their own presentation and divide their workload.

	Year 9

	1


	The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time

	Curious Incident: Read the play and understand the plot, characters, and style
Frantic Assembly: who are they? What is their performance style? Including: round- by-through, hymn hands, chair duets, lifting
Characterisation skills, vocal skills (including accent, placement, intonation, inflection), physical skills (including gait, interaction, eye contact, use of space)
	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Teacher assessed extended performance and written assessment to inform next data drop

	We start with Curious Incident as it is a relatively long play which allows us to recap/embed performance skills from year 7 and 8 (vocal and physical) but also introduce students to a whole new style of performance and a new practitioner that they will need for GCSE. Student usually enjoy this unit as it is a bit different and the start of year 9 needs to demonstrate the type of work they will be doing at GCSE to inform options choices.
The assessment structure is the same across KS3, as we only have each class once a week it is important to obtain accurate, reliable data without being too assessment heavy (both for student engagement and teacher workload). Therefore, each half term students complete one practical and one written assessment. The mark scheme is explicitly linked to KS4 to allow for accurate grading. There is always ongoing verbal feedback during lessons to help students progress.
	English: Reading for meaning, Curious Incident, adaptation
PSHE: Autism- what is autism/autism awareness
PE: Highly physical module, importance of warmups and cool downs
Extra-Curricular: Trip to see Curious Incident where possible
SMSC: Teamwork, communication skills, autism awareness, celebrating difference
	Drive: Students to consider experiences outside of their own and develop their social awareness and creative thinking skills.


	2


	The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 



	Curious Incident: Read the play and understand the plot, characters, and style
Frantic Assembly: who are they? What is their performance style? Including: round- by-through, hymn hands, chair duets, lifting
Characterisation skills, vocal skills, physical skills

	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Peer assessed skills-based performance

	Continuation of the work from half term 1, which then builds up to the year 9 mock examination in January.

See year 9 half term 1.

	English: Reading for meaning, Curious Incident, adaptation
PSHE: Autism- what is autism/autism awareness
PE: Highly physical module, importance of warmups and cool downs
Extra-Curricular: Theatre trip where possible
SMSC: Teamwork, communication skills, autism awareness, celebrating difference

	Drive: Students to consider experiences outside of their own and develop their social awareness and creative thinking skills.
Drive/Engagement: Students are developing the skills needed for independent learning and revision through the mock exams.

	3


	Verbatim Theatre

	Students are introduced to the theme of ‘Home’ and using texts to devise work.
Students create a short, devised performance around the texts explored (e.g. the poem ‘Home’ by Warsan Shire)
Students are reminded of and build on the performance techniques they learnt in year 8 to create their work.
	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Teacher assessed extended performance and written assessment to inform next data drop

	Students must do a devised module this year in preparation for KS4. This is quite a short module, so it fits nicely in half term 3. It is also a nice contrast for the students to do devising after having done scripted for a whole term. Can draw parallels to surveillance in year 8.

See year 9 half term 1.

	English- text analysis, speaking and listening
SMSC- refugee crisis, society, family, empathy

	Engagement/wisdom: Students engage with difficult and pertinent topics and ideas. Explore the lived experiences of others and develop empathy and awareness.


	4

	Brecht
(Mock GCSE component 3)
	Students explore the following texts by John Godber:
Bouncers
Teechers
Shakers

They explore and apply the following Brechtian techniques:
Multi-role
Placards
Narration
Political message
Gestus
Choral speaking
They then pick their preferred script to perform in a final assessment
	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Peer assessed skills-based performance

	Students need to see an example of GCSE Component 3 in preparation for KS4, before they make their option choices. Generally speaking, they find this module really engaging, therefore it is a good choice for pre-options. As they are all working on different plays, it is also an excellent opportunity for high quality differentiation (e.g., developing specific performance skills for those opting at GCSE, and developing public speaking, teamwork and SMSC for those students not opting)
See year 9 half term 1.

	English- text analysis, speaking and listening
Extra-curricular: Skills workshop for students opting at GCSE
SMSC: equality, class issues, education, drugs and alcohol

	Engagement/courage: Students pushed out of their comfort zone by exploring difficult concepts/unknown practitioners, develops confidence.
Drive: Focus on independent learning skills and responsibility for own learning needed at KS4.
Responsibility: Students develop teamwork skills by working in groups of 2-6. They must create their own rehearsal schedules and organise their time.


	5


	PBrecht
(Mock GCSE component 3)


	Students explore the following texts by John Godber:
Bouncers
Teechers
Shakers

They explore and apply the following Brechtian techniques:
Multi-role
Placards
Narration
Political message
Gestus
Choral speaking
They then pick their preferred script to perform in a final assessment
	Ongoing verbal feedback on practical performance work
Teacher assessed extended performance and written assessment to inform next data drop

	Students need to see an example of GCSE Component 3 in preparation for KS4, before they make their option choices. Generally speaking, they find this module really engaging, therefore it is a good choice for pre-options. As they are all working on different plays, it is also an excellent opportunity for high quality differentiation (e.g., developing specific performance skills for those opting at GCSE, and developing public speaking, teamwork and SMSC for those students not opting)
See year 9 half term 1.

	English- text analysis, speaking and listening
Extra-curricular: Skills workshop for students opting at GCSE
SMSC: equality, class issues, education, drugs and alcohol

	Engagement/courage: Students pushed out of their comfort zone by exploring difficult concepts/unknown practitioners, develops confidence.
Drive: Focus on independent learning skills and responsibility for own learning needed at KS4.
Responsibility: Students develop teamwork skills by working in groups of 2-6. They must create their own rehearsal schedules and organise their time.


	6
	Live Theatre review: One Man Two Guvnors
	Students watch the performance ‘One man, two Guvnors’ and analyse the set and costume design including, colour/materials/quality/shape/function

Students learn all the required vocabulary for design at GCSE
	Written common assessment: review of the performance in line with cross trust
	Supports with engagement at end of KS3 as students who are not opting for GCSE do not have to do performance work, focus on cultural capital- students who are can pre learn required vocab for KS4
Live Theatre has to be taught at the end of the year due to rooming constraints
	History- the 1960’s
Art- costume design and set design
Music- 1960’s

	Engagement: Students are able to see a professional piece of theatre and improve their cultural capital
Drive: Focus on independent learning skills and responsibility for own learning needed at KS4.





