	KS4 Curriculum Plan- DRAMA

	Module
	Main Topic
	Summary of essential Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary 
	Assessments

High                  Low 
	Rationale for: 
· Sequence / Interleaving
· Assessments

	Cross Curricular 
Extra Curricula
SMSC
	Values) Drive (Wisdom), Responsibility (Generosity),  Physical (Courage), Engagement (Passion)

	Year 10- current exam board Eduqas assessment 2027

	Year 10 – Aut1
	Component 1: Practitioner knowledge
Component 3: Noughts and Crosses



	Component 1: Devising
Introduction to the work of theatre practitioners through 3 hour workshops that they can then apply to their practical work in half term 2.
Stanislavski, Brecht, Frantic Assembly, Berkoff are all explored practically and through theory.
Component 3: Noughts and Crosses
Students read the play in its entirety and explore it practically to aid understanding.
Topics taught are historical/social/cultural context including history of civil rights movement, slavery, BLM, segregated schools
Character maps and main plot points


	Microsoft forms quiz at the end of each week on the practitioner studied that week
Multiple choice starter task at the start of each lesson on Comp1A
Short practical assessment at the end of half 1 term one on using devising skills

	Low stakes and multiple-choice assessments needed in this term to check prior understanding from KS3 before moving on to harder concepts.
Comp 1A is assessed through multiple choice questions in the final exam, so students can become accustomed to the structure and wording of questions
Students must use the work of a practitioner in their devised performance so they need to study this first before they can move on.
Component 2 is worth 40% of the GCSE, is quite ‘rehearsal heavy’ and requires group work so it makes sense to complete in year 10.
	History: The history of theatre, The Second World War
English: analysis of a text- Of Mice and Men)
PE: Frantic Assembly. Importance of warmups and cool downs when doing physical work
SMSC: developing teamwork and communication skills through group work.


	Engagement/courage: Students pushed out of their comfort zone by exploring difficult concepts/unknown practitioners, develops confidence.
Drive: Focus on independent learning skills and responsibility for own learning needed at KS4.

	Year 10 – Aut2

	Component 1: Mock assessment
Component 3: Noughts and Crosses




	Component 1: Devsing
Students complete a ‘mock’ devised performance assessment/portfolio/and evaluation to prepare them for the final assessment.
Students create a devised performance from a stimulus set by the teacher in groups. Their performance must  Students learn to think creatively/ ‘outside the box’ in order to analyse stimulus.
Research skills are taught in order to further develop their creative ideas.
	Ongoing assessment of practical performance work
Draft 1 of the devising log assessed at the end of term

	Students complete devising log section 1 and 2 alongside the practical process as then they don’t forget what they have done so far. They can’t complete section 3 until after Christmas as it is reflective.
Feedback/assessment for practical work is predominantly verbal in class, until the dress rehearsal when students receive written feedback. 


	English: Writing skills and a focus on tier 2 and 3 vocabulary in the devising log. Research skills.
Devising workshop and performance with the University of Lincoln
SMSC- depending on the stimulus topic but usually linked to current affairs e.g., politics, mental health etc


	Drive: Focus on independent learning skills and responsibility for own learning needed at KS4.
Drive: Students to consider experiences outside of their own and develop their social awareness and creative thinking skills.
Responsibility: Students develop teamwork skills by working in groups of 2-6. They must create their own rehearsal schedules and organise their time.


	Year 10 – Aut3
	Component 2 Devised Performance and Devising Log
Component 3 Section C Live Theatre




	Complete the devised performance
Refine Section 1 and 2 of the completed logs
Component 3 Section C Live Theatre review: Students watch a live performance which they analyse and evaluate for their final exam. Students watch a recorded performance (e.g., One Man Two Guvnors, Billy Elliot) in order that all students can access the performance (no financial barriers) and the performance can be changed to suit the needs of the class.
However, there is a theatre trip this term in order to give students experience of going to the theatre and raise their cultural capital.
Content taught: Historical/social/cultural context, plot, characters, directors' interpretation
	Ongoing assessment of practical performance work
Low stakes quizzes on Component 3 section C whilst learning content
Devised performance dress rehearsal


	Students need to start some element of Component 1 in year 10 in order to cover all the content. Section C is worth the most marks, so it makes the most sense to start this first, in order to give enough time to keep returning to the topic and addressing gaps in knowledge.
Assessment here is mostly low stakes as they have an intensive half term after February in terms of summative assessment and need to focus on their final performances.


	English: Writing skills and a focus on tier 2 and 3 vocabulary in the devising log.
Depending on the theatre performance watched: History/Dance/English/Sociology (e.g., Billy Elliot covers dance, the miners' strike, and gender roles.
Theatre trip
SMSC- depending on the stimulus topic but usually linked to current affairs e.g., politics, mental health etc





	Drive: Focus on independent learning skills and responsibility for own learning needed at KS4.
Drive: Students to consider experiences outside of their own and develop their social awareness and creative thinking skills.
Responsibility: Students develop teamwork skills by working in groups of 2-6. They must create their own rehearsal schedules and organise their time.
Engagement/ responsibility: Theatre trip to promote engagement, students are representing the school

	Year 10 – Aut4
	Component 1: Devising final assessment and written portfolio



	Students complete final performance exam for the devised component worth 40% of final GCSE (internal assessment)
Written evaluation 1:30hr-controlled assessment completed and submitted for assessment
Written portfolio of 900 words completed and submitted for assessment (will run into aut 5)

	Component 1 assessment (performance and written) completed worth 40% of course

	Component 1 needs to be completed before the end of year 10 to allow time to focus on component 3 before June/November mocks
In terms of timetabling, this is the best time of year to have students off timetable performing for two days. This raises the profile and status of the examination.
Assessment here is high stakes as it is the completion of 40% of the course.

	English: Writing skills and a focus on tier 2 and 3 vocabulary in the portfolio
Theatre trip
Exploration of theatre design and other theatre roles links to careers
SMSC- depending on the stimulus topic but usually linked to current affairs e.g., politics, mental health etc

	Responsibility/courage: first examined performance of KS4, can push some students out their comfort zone.


	Year 10 –Aut 5
	



	Written portfolio of 900 words completed and submitted for assessment (will run into aut 5)
Component 3: Noughts and Crosses
Students read the play in its entirety and explore it practically to aid understanding.
Topics taught are historical/social/cultural context including history of civil rights movement, slavery, BLM, segregated schools
Character maps and main plot points

	Component 1 assessment (performance and written) completed worth 40% of course


	The rest of year 10 can be used to cover the remaining content for the Component 1 written exam, so the focus on year 11 is on revision/retrieval and consolidating knowledge. This also gives enough time to prepare thoroughly for the year 11 mock exams.
Assessment here is low stakes as students are mostly learning content.
	History –year 10 module 5 and 6. Civil rights movement/BLM.
Sociology-Civil rights, Stephen Lawrence
SMSC- politics, civil rights movement/BLM


	Engagement/wisdom: Students engage with difficult and pertinent topics and ideas. Explore the lived experiences of others and develop empathy and awareness.
Drive: Focus on independent learning skills and responsibility for own learning needed at KS4.


	Year 10 –Aut6

	Component 1 Section B
Component 1 section A




	Component 3 Section B: Noughts and Crosses
Topics taught are historical/social/cultural context including history of civil rights movement, slavery, BLM, segregated schools
Character maps and main plot points
4- and 8-mark questions: essay structure (how to answer)
Recap of Section A Theatre Knowledge (further informed by previous half terms work on theatre design)

	Students complete a reduced version of the component 3 exam paper in June mocks
	The rest of year 10 can be used to cover the remaining content for the Component 1 written exam, so the focus on year 11 is on revision/retrieval and consolidating knowledge. This also gives enough time to prepare thoroughly for the year 11 mock exams.
Assessment here is a mixture of low and high stakes as student are introduced to essay structure.


	History –year 10 module 5 and 6. Civil rights movement/BLM.
Sociology-Civil rights, Stephen Lawrence
SMSC- politics, civil rights movement/BLM





	Engagement/wisdom: Students engage with difficult and pertinent topics and ideas. Explore the lived experiences of others and develop empathy and awareness.
Drive: Focus on independent learning skills and responsibility for own learning needed at KS4.


	Year 11
	

	Year 11 - 1
	Component 1 Section B 




	Component 3 Section B: Noughts and Crosses, including set design, lighting design, costume design, style and genre including ‘dystopian drama’, ‘teen drama’, ‘Epic Theatre’, ‘episodic’ and ‘chronological’.
The application and effect of the following vocal skills: accent, placement/quality, volume, tone, pitch, intonation, emotional range, movement quality/gait, gesture, facial expression, posture/stance, proximity, levels, touch, stage positioning, reactions in Noughts and Crosses.
Using subject specific vocabulary to describe skills accurately.
How to structure 12- and 20-mark answers

	Extended written tasks on 12- and 20-mark answers

	Students not normally ready to tackle 12/20-mark questions until year 11. Teach exam structure at the start of the year so they have the rest of the year to practise and are ready for the mock exam. If new content needs adding in or revisiting that can be done within the taught essay structure.
Assessment is high stakes to prepare students for the mock exam,

	History –year 10 module 5 and 6. Civil rights movement/BLM.
Sociology-Civil rights, Stephen Lawrence
SMSC- politics, civil rights movement/BLM





	Engagement/wisdom: Students engage with difficult and pertinent topics and ideas. Explore the lived experiences of others and develop empathy and awareness.
Drive: Focus on independent learning skills and responsibility for own learning needed at KS4.


	Year 11- 2
	Component 1 Section B

Component 3



	Essay structure and practise: How to structure 12 and markers, recap content on Noughts and Crosses for mock exam.
Scripted performance. Students given a script extract to rehearse and perform in groups.
Students are taught text analysis, rehearsal technique, practical use of vocal and physical performance skills.

	Extended written tasks on all questions in the exam paper
November mock exams


	Students not normally ready to tackle 12–32-mark questions until year 11. Teach exam structure at the start of the year so they have the rest of the year to practise. If new content needs adding in or revisiting that can be done within the taught essay structure.
Component 3 is usually the one that students find easiest so we can spend a shorter but more intense period of time covering it. It is an external exam (in that a visiting examiner comes into school), so it has to be done in year 11. It is also the component they tend to enjoy the most, so beginning it around the time of mock exams helps with engagement and motivation.
Year 11 have mock exams so assessment here is high stakes

	History –year 10 module 5 and 6. Civil rights movement/BLM.
Sociology-Civil rights, Stephen Lawrence
English- text analysis, speaking and listening
SMSC- politics, civil rights movement/BLM





	Drive: Students to consider experiences outside of their own and develop their social awareness and creative thinking skills.
Responsibility: Students develop teamwork skills by working in groups of 2-6. They must create their own rehearsal schedules and organise their time.


	Year 11 - 3
	Component 3


Component 1 section C

	Post mock exam, students can continue to revise section B independently, but it is not actively taught in lessons
Scripted performance. Students given a script extract to rehearse and perform in groups.
Students are taught: text analysis, rehearsal technique, practical use of vocal and physical performance skills.
Return to work on component 1 section C. Students are taught/recap: plot/character/ theatre design/analysing and evaluating acting skills. How to structure 32-mark answers.

	On-going assessment of component 3 performance
External examination of Component 3

	Exam window is Oct-April and needs to fit around Component 1 content
Assessment is a mixture of low and high stakes as students prepare for their final performance exam
	English- text analysis, speaking and listening
SMSC- dependent on text choice, but have previously covered: eating disorders, sexting, feminism, suicide, LGBT issues

	Drive: Students to consider experiences outside of their own and develop their social awareness and creative thinking skills.
Responsibility: Students develop teamwork skills by working in groups of 2-6. They must create their own rehearsal schedules and organise their time.


	Year11 - 4
	Component 1, Section C




	Component 1 section C:
The application and effect of the following vocal skills: accent, placement/quality, volume, tone, pitch, intonation, emotional range, movement quality/gait, gesture, facial expression, posture/stance, proximity, levels, touch, stage positioning, reactions in Live Theatre.
Describe and evaluate costume, set, props, lighting and sound design in Live Theatre.
How to structure exam answers.

	Extended written exam tasks

	Final exam of the course so revision needs to be ongoing
Students need to practise past paper questions and the structure of exam answers.

	English: Writing skills and a focus on tier 2 and 3 vocabulary in the devising log.
Depending on the theatre performance watched: History/Dance/English/Sociology (e.g., Billy Elliot covers dance, the miners' strike, and gender roles.
Physics- properties of light, colour theory

	Drive/Engagement: Students are expected to take responsibility for their own revision and independent learning.



