
	Art KS4 Curriculum Plan

	Module
	Main Topic
	Summary of essential Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary 
	Assessments

High                  Low 
	Rationale for: 
· Sequence / Interleaving
· Assessments

	Cross Curricular 
Extra Curricula
SMSC
	Values
 Drive (Wisdom), Responsibility (Generosity),  Physical (Courage), Engagement (Passion)

	GCSE Course 2025-2027

	
Year 10 - 1
	
60% Coursework Portfolio: Introduction

Launch of theme, whole-class developmental studies and workshops to explore initial ideas and refine observational drawing skills


Personal research to generate a personal interpretation of choice for future Coursework Portfolio direction

   
	
Substantive Knowledge:
Introduction to GCSE assessment objectives and overall theme: Creases, Curves and Contrast.

Exposure to a range of contemporary and traditional artists suitable for the interpretation of the theme using a range of media

Disciplinary Knowledge/ Skills: 
AO3 and AO2
Practical work completed using a range of materials to explore drawing skills from direct observation with a range of monochrome and colour-based materials, including charcoal, pen and wash, collage, oil pastel and pencil crayon. Observations will have a primary resource focus and explore a range of scales appropriate to each task. Representation and recording will be explored through photography.

AO1
Practical research into Alison Watts, Georgia O’Keeffe and a starting point artist of choice with an observational focus.  

Vocabulary:
Transcribe, analyse, interpret, as well as the formal elements learned throughout KS3

	
All work completed throughout the course is 100% teacher assessed as NEA and subsequent JCQ guidelines must be followed

In addition to 1-1 feedback (both written and oral), AFL strategies such as peer review, self-assessment, whole class feedback and SMART targets will be in used to assess initial work. This feedback should be used as a guide to students through the decision-making process when developing a personal theme for the Coursework Portfolio.  

n.b. For the purposes of assessment and referencing throughout this document:
AO1 = Develop
AO2= Explore
AO3=Record
AO4= Present


	
Sequence - Focus on AO1 and AO3 to develop a theme before attempting the refinement and presenting work required for AO2 and AO4.

Interleaving- Drawing skills (AO3) will combine and refine with material exploration (AO2).


Example work will be displayed and discussed, along with opportunities to self and peer assess example work and personal work. This will highlight any misconception with the quality of work required for each aspirational grade.

	
Opportunity to make links with other subject areas through the personal choice of subject matter, dependent upon student choices

Links with English re: PEEL paragraphs used for annotation and descriptive writing

Opportunities for personal development of work at lunchtime and after school on Wednesday

Contemporary artists to be used to present a range of PSHE themes . 
	
Responsibility (Generosity)
Focus on responsibility regarding safe working practices and independent working methods

Engagement (Passion) 
Personal interests and passions to be encouraged for exploration as personal, relevant subject matter when selecting a personal theme for development

	
Year 10 - 2
	
60% Coursework Portfolio:
Exploration of theme

Personal interpretation of coursework theme and development of monochrome observation work from secondary resources.

Introduction to monoprint technique.
	
Substantive Knowledge:
Exploration of effective drawing skills and higher level examples of observational skills. Students should be able to recognise the positive attributes assigned to graded examples completed with monochrome, dry materials and how the formal elements should be applied. 

Disciplinary Knowledge/ Skills: 
AO3 
Practical work completed using a range of materials to explore advanced drawing skills from secondary resources to focus on tonal application

Timed free-hand drawings to explore mark making and material application 

AO2
Monoprint technique with a relevant grounds and colour explored, with an observational focus linked to artist of choice and personal theme

Vocabulary:
Primary, secondary, observe, monoprint, transfer, ground
	
All work completed throughout the course is 100% teacher assessed as NEA and subsequent JCQ guidelines must be followed

In addition to 1-1 feedback (both written and oral), AFL strategies such as peer review, self-assessment, whole class feedback and SMART targets will be in used to assess work. This feedback should be used as a guide to students to facilitate progress whilst completing their Coursework Portfolio.  




	
Sequence – All work to link with previous AO1 artist connection. Focus on AO3 and the refinement of skills

Interleaving- Drawing skills (AO3) will combine and refine with monochrome material exploration (AO2).


Example work will be displayed and discussed, along with opportunities to self and peer assess example work and personal work. This will highlight any misconception with the quality of work required for each aspirational grade.

	
Opportunity to make links with other subject areas through the personal choice of subject matter

Opportunities for personal development of work at lunchtime and after school on Wednesday

Opportunties for photoshoots to be supported and editing skills enhanced

Contemporary artists to be used to present a range of PSHE themes .


	
Physical (Courage)
Focus on courage through resilience, implementation of feedback and the perseverance to succeed. 


	
Year 10 - 3
	
60% Coursework Portfolio: Development of observational studies 
AO2/3

Development of personal observation skills using colour in dry media



	
Substantive Knowledge:
Exploration of effective drawing skills and higher level examples of observational skills completed with colour. Students should be able to recognise the positive attributes assigned to graded examples and how colour has been applied to show blending, transitions and mark making. 

Disciplinary Knowledge/ Skills: 
AO3 
Practical work completed using a range of materials to explore advanced drawing skills from secondary resources to focus on colour application

AO2
Sampling of materials to explore material application including oil pastels, chalk pastels, watercolours, pencil crayon, inks and mixed media

Vocabulary:
Primary, secondary, observe, transfer, ground, mark making, saturation, harmonious, mood

	
All work completed throughout the course is 100% teacher assessed as NEA and subsequent JCQ guidelines must be followed

In addition to 1-1 feedback (both written and oral), AFL strategies such as peer review, self-assessment, whole class feedback and SMART targets will be in used to assess work. This feedback should be used as a guide to students to facilitate progress whilst completing their Coursework Portfolio.  




	
Sequence – All work to link with previous AO1 artist connection. Focus on AO3 and the refinement of skills and colour theory acquired in KS3 and practised at the start of the year

Interleaving- Drawing skills (AO3) will combine and refine with colour material exploration (AO2).


Example work will be displayed and discussed, along with opportunities to self and peer assess example work and personal work. This will highlight any misconception with the quality of work required for each aspirational grade.

	
Opportunity to make links with other subject areas through the personal choice of subject matter

Critical connections with Maths to use proportion, measuring, ratio and shape when observing. Key focus on grid technique.

Opportunities for personal development of work at lunchtime and after school on Wednesday

Opportunties for photoshoots to be supported and editing skills enhanced

Consequences: sampling used to explore choices and consequences




	

Engagement (Passion) 
In exploring personal ideas, pupils are encouraged to demonstrate their passion for a theme of choice


 
Engagement (Passion) 
In exploring views on a variety of topics, students develop their point of view and they often become passionate about them. 

Debates are encouraged here

	
Year 10 - 4
	
60% Coursework Portfolio: Development of Connections 

AO1
Further artist research to develop material and conceptual investigation through practical responses.

	
Substantive Knowledge:
Exploration of how project ideas can refine to explore relevant social, historical and contextual issues, to develop ideas as a form of effective visual communication through artist investigations. Students should be able to recognise the positive attributes assigned to graded examples regarding the refinement and development of a sophisticated idea and what creative presentation devices can be used to enhance an idea.

Disciplinary Knowledge/ Skills: 
AO1 
Practical work completed using a range of personally selected relevant materials to explore advanced responses to artist’s work. Their practical work should demonstrate growth in conceptual understanding and material use.

AO2
Sampling of materials to explore sophisticated material application, evaluating the benefits of mixed media and layering

Vocabulary:
Concept, critical context, historical context, social context


	
All work completed throughout the course is 100% teacher assessed as NEA and subsequent JCQ guidelines must be followed

In addition to 1-1 feedback (both written and oral), AFL strategies such as peer review, self-assessment, whole class feedback and SMART targets will be in used to assess work. This feedback should be used as a guide to students to facilitate progress whilst completing their Coursework Portfolio.  



	
Sequence – New work introduced should develop the subject matter from previous AO1 work to a new focus of conceptual development to extend the starting point towards an ambitious endpoint

Interleaving- Conceptual ideas (AO1) will combine and refine with detailed, comprehensive material exploration (AO2).


Example work will be displayed and discussed, along with opportunities to self and peer assess example work and personal work. This will highlight any misconception with the quality of work required for each aspirational grade.


	
Opportunity to make links with other subject areas through the personal choice of subject matter

Links with English re: PEEL paragraphs used for annotation and descriptive writing

Opportunities for personal development of work at lunchtime and after school on Wednesday

Development of cultural understanding, contextual understanding and exposure to diversity through targeted research 
	
Responsibility (Generosity)
Focus on Generosity – as we look to ‘understand’ the point of conceptual intent of other artists

Engagement (Passion) 
In exploring views about diverse cultures and social scenarios, students develop their point of view and can bring their work as a subject for relevant classroom debate.  



	
Year 10 - 5
	
60% Coursework Portfolio Refinement and Response

AO2
Refinement of own ideas and skills from previous work evidenced through two finished planning pieces.




	
Substantive Knowledge:
Exploration of how personal project ideas can refine to explore relevant social, historical and contextual issues, to develop ideas as a form of effective visual communication through planning work. Students should be able to recognise how ideas can be evaluated and refined when working towards an outcome.

Disciplinary Knowledge/ Skills: 
AO3
Gathering of personal resources through necessary photoshoots and subsequent editing to resource new project work

AO2
Sampling of materials to explore sophisticated material application. Completion of two fully developed and ambitious planning ideas for a first outcome to the project to communicate conceptual and material understanding of theme of choice. The materials can expand to include dry, wet, printmaking, digital, installation and/or 3D.  

Vocabulary:
Concept, critical context, historical context, social context, intent, refine


	
All work completed throughout the course is 100% teacher assessed as NEA and subsequent JCQ guidelines must be followed

In addition to 1-1 feedback (both written and oral), AFL strategies such as peer review, self-assessment, whole class feedback and SMART targets will be in used to assess work. This feedback should be used as a guide to students to facilitate progress whilst completing their Coursework Portfolio.  

	
Sequence – New work should develop the subject matter, material and conceptual research gathered  from previous AO1 studies. Material exploration should show refinement with technique and intent.

Interleaving- Conceptual ideas (AO1) will combine and refine with detailed, comprehensive material exploration (AO2). The influence of multiple AO1 artists should be combined to influence thoughts and ideas. 


Example work will be displayed and discussed, along with opportunities to self and peer assess example work and personal work. This will highlight any misconception with the quality of work required for each aspirational grade.


	
Opportunity to make links with other subject areas through the personal choice of subject matter

Links with English re: PEEL paragraphs used for evaluation skills when refining ideas

Opportunities for personal development of work at lunchtime and after school on Wednesday

Opportunties for photoshoots to be supported and editing skills enhanced


Development of personal insight through personal expression

	
Drive (Wisdom)
A focus on developing and refining skills eg acquiring the wisdom to select and respond in an informed manner




	
Year 10 - 6
	
Coursework Portfolio Refinement and Response

AO4
First outcome completed as Mock Exam in Y10 

Consolidation of all work submitted to date and opportunity to enhance AO3 with large scale recording. 


	
Substantive Knowledge:
Students should understand the ambition and sustained focus required to produce an ambitious outcome and how artistic methods can be used to scale up imagery from a smaller scale in order to achieve accuracy.  

Disciplinary Knowledge/ Skills: 
AO4
A personal outcome will be presented using materials and scale of choice. The subject matter must be independently resourced. The outcome must reflect the influence of research and  ideas gathered throughout the course so far. 

Time will be allocated for the improvement and consolidation of previously submitted work. Opportunities will be offered to develop more observational work. 

Vocabulary:
Present, conclude, evaluate

	
All work completed throughout the course is 100% teacher assessed as NEA and subsequent JCQ guidelines must be followed

The outcome will take approximately 10 hours and will be sat as a mock exam throughout several timetabled and lesson sessions. This work will still contribute to the NEA but will be graded as a guide for the EST exam in Year 11. 

In addition to 1-1 feedback (both written and oral), AFL strategies such as peer review, self-assessment, whole class feedback and SMART targets will be in used to assess work. This feedback should be used as a guide to students to facilitate progress whilst completing their Coursework Portfolio.  

	
Sequence/interleaving – The work produced this term will consolidate the links established throughout all previous learning.


Example work will be displayed and discussed, along with opportunities to self and peer assess example work and personal work. This will highlight any misconception with the quality of work required for each aspirational grade.


	
Opportunity to make links with other subject areas through the personal choice of subject matter

Opportunities for personal development of work at lunchtime and after school on Wednesday

Opportunties for photoshoots to be supported and editing skills enhanced


Experience of awe and wonder through the creation of a sustained piece embedded with ambition 

	
Drive (Wisdom)
A focus on developing and refining skills e.g. acquiring the wisdom to select and respond in an informed manner

Engagement (Passion)
The outcome should provide the opportunity for true engagement with a sustained piece that communicates individual passion for a subject of choice




	
Year 11 - 1
	
60% Coursework Portfolio: Final development

Confirmation of final interpretation of theme

AO1
Introduction of a final artistic, social or historical influence to ideas

A02
Production of ambitious outcomes relevant to intentions
   
	
Substantive Knowledge:
Consolidation of GCSE assessment objectives and course requirements. Exposure to a range of contemporary and traditional artists suitable for the interpretation of a final idea, encouraging the consideration of social/cultural/historical contexts.

Disciplinary Knowledge/ Skills: 
AO1
Practical research into a final practitioner of choice in discipline of interest

AO2
Refinement of ideas to show final planning through 2-4 fully resolved mini outcomes

Vocabulary:
Consolidation of all vocabulary learned in Y10

	
All work completed throughout the course is 100% teacher assessed as NEA and subsequent JCQ guidelines must be followed

In addition to 1-1 feedback (both written and oral), AFL strategies such as peer review, self-assessment, whole class feedback and SMART targets will be in used to assess initial work. This feedback should be used as a guide to students through the decision-making process when developing a personal theme for the Coursework Portfolio.  




	
Sequence - Focus on AO1 and AO3 to finalise the theme for submission before attempting the refinement and presenting work required for AO2 and AO4.

Interleaving- Drawing skills (AO3) will combine and refine with material exploration (AO2).


Example work will be displayed and discussed, along with opportunities to self and peer assess example work and personal work. This will highlight any misconception with the quality of work required for each aspirational grade.

	
Opportunity to make links with other subject areas through the personal choice of subject matter, dependent upon student choices

Links with English re: PEEL paragraphs used for annotation and descriptive writing

Opportunities for personal development of work at lunchtime and after school on Wednesday

Contemporary artists to be used to present a range of PSHE themes . 
	
Responsibility (Generosity)
Focus on responsibility regarding safe working practices and independent working methods

Engagement (Passion) 
Personal interests and passions to be encouraged for exploration as personal, relevant subject matter when selecting a personal theme for development

	
Year 11 - 2
	
60% Coursework Portfolio:
Final development of theme, presentation of response and selection of work for submission

AO2
Final plan

AO4
Final outcome completed as Mock Exam in Y11

Consolidation of all work submitted to date and final selection and presentation of work for assessment


	
Substantive Knowledge:
Students should understand the ambition and sustained focus required to produce an ambitious outcome and how artistic methods can be used to scale up imagery from a smaller scale in order to achieve accuracy.  Students should understand the increased ambition, conceptual challenge and material refinement required to improve upon the outcome previously produced in Y10. 

Disciplinary Knowledge/ Skills: 

AO2
Comprehensive and sustained material investigation.  Completion of one final and ambitious plan for a final outcome to the project to communicate conceptual and material understanding of theme of choice. The materials can expand to include dry, wet, printmaking, digital, installation and/or 3D.  

AO3
A final artist statement will be created to annotate the project. 

AO4
A final outcome will be presented using materials and scale of choice. The subject matter must be independently resourced and show a refinement of the previous outcome completed in Y10. The outcome must reflect the influence of new research and ideas gathered throughout the most recent stages of the course.

Time will be allocated for the improvement and consolidation of previously submitted work. 

Students will select and present their coursework portfolio for assessment on large presentation sheets.

Vocabulary:
Present, conclude, evaluate

	
All work completed throughout the course is 100% teacher assessed as NEA and subsequent JCQ guidelines must be followed

The outcome will take approximately 5 hours in the Year 11 mock exam and will be continued throughout several lessons. This work will still contribute to the NEA but will be graded as a guide for the EST exam in Year 11. 

In addition to 1-1 feedback (both written and oral), AFL strategies such as peer review, self-assessment, whole class feedback and SMART targets will be in used to assess work. This feedback should be used as a guide to students to facilitate progress whilst completing their Coursework Portfolio.  

	
Sequence/interleaving – The work produced this term will consolidate the links established throughout all previous learning and will resolve as one final piece to the Coursework Portfolio.


Example work will be displayed and discussed, along with opportunities to self and peer assess example work and personal work. This will highlight any misconception with the quality of work required for each aspirational grade.


	
Opportunity to make links with other subject areas through the personal choice of subject matter

Opportunities for personal development of work at lunchtime and after school on Wednesday

Opportunties for photoshoots to be supported and editing skills enhanced


Experience of awe and wonder through the creation of a sustained piece embedded with ambition 

	
Drive (Wisdom)
A focus on developing and refining skills e.g. acquiring the wisdom to select and respond in an informed manner

Engagement (Passion)
The outcome should provide the opportunity for true engagement with a sustained piece that communicates individual passion for a subject of choice




	
Year 11 - 3
	
40% Externally Set Task Component

Exam board release question papers on Jan 2nd- a theme and interpretation must be selected

AO1
3 artist studies produced

AO3
Annotations, photoshoots and observational studies, including print making




	
Substantive Knowledge:
Exploration of effective drawing skills and higher level examples of observational skills completed with colour and/or monochrome. Students should be able to recognise the positive attributes assigned to graded examples and how materials have been used to capture a range of subject matters. 

Disciplinary Knowledge/ Skills: 
AO1 
Practical work completed using a range of personally selected relevant materials to explore advanced responses to artist’s work. Their practical work should facilitate the fast development of ideas, conceptual understanding and material use.

AO3 
Practical work completed using a range of materials to explore advanced drawing skills from primary or secondary resources to focus on observational qualities. Personal photoshoots with subsequent editing to explore lighting, contrast, framing and composition to be submitted.

AO2
Sampling of materials to explore material application including oil pastels, chalk pastels, watercolours, pencil crayon, inks and mixed media

Vocabulary:
Primary, secondary, observe, transfer, ground, mark making, saturation, harmonious, mood

	
All work completed throughout the course is 100% teacher assessed as NEA and subsequent JCQ guidelines must be followed

In addition to 1-1 feedback (both written and oral), AFL strategies such as peer review, self-assessment, whole class feedback and SMART targets will be in used to assess work. This feedback should be used as a guide to students to facilitate progress whilst completing their Coursework Portfolio.  




	
Interleaving- All work produced should demonstrate pupil’s strengths and simultaneously address the assessment criteria for AO1, AO2 and AO3 through artist/contextual research, material investigation and observational studies. 


Example work will be displayed and discussed, along with opportunities to self and peer assess example work and personal work. This will highlight any misconception with the quality of work required for each aspirational grade.

	
Opportunity to make links with other subject areas through the personal choice of new subject matter

Critical connections with Maths to use proportion, measuring, ratio and shape when observing. Key focus on grid technique.

Opportunities for personal development of work at lunchtime and after school 

Opportunties for photoshoots to be supported and editing skills enhanced

Consequences: sampling used to explore choices and consequences




	

Engagement (Passion) 
In exploring personal ideas, pupils are encouraged to demonstrate their passion for a theme of choice


 
Engagement (Passion) 
In exploring views on a variety of topics, students develop their point of view and they often become passionate about them. 

Debates are encouraged here

	
Year 11 - 4
	
40% Externally Set Task project Refinement and final 10 hour Response

AO2
Planning and refinement of work for final outcome

AO3
Annotations submitted via an artist statement

AO4
First outcome completed as Mock Exam in Y10 

All work submitted for assessment 


	
Substantive Knowledge:
Students should understand the ambition and sustained focus required to produce an ambitious outcome and how artistic methods can be used to scale up imagery from a smaller scale in order to achieve accuracy.  Students should understand how to show refinement and development when planning and outcome. 

Disciplinary Knowledge/ Skills: 

AO2
Sampling of materials to explore sophisticated material application. Completion of two fully developed and ambitious planning ideas for a first outcome to the project to communicate conceptual and material understanding of theme of choice. The materials can expand to include dry, wet, printmaking, digital, installation and/or 3D. 

AO3
Completion of artist statement to annotate EST project.  

AO4
A personal, final outcome will be presented using materials and scale of choice. The subject matter must be independently resourced. The outcome must reflect the influence of research and ideas gathered throughout the course.

Vocabulary:
Present, conclude, evaluate

	
All work completed throughout the course is 100% teacher assessed as NEA and subsequent JCQ guidelines must be followed

The outcome will take 10 hours and will be sat as an invigilated exam across 2 school days. This work will be assessed against the AO4 assessment criteria. 

In addition to 1-1 feedback (both written and oral), AFL strategies such as peer review, self-assessment, whole class feedback and SMART targets will be in used to assess work. This feedback should be used as a guide to students to facilitate progress whilst completing their Coursework Portfolio.  

	
Sequence/interleaving – The work produced this term will consolidate the links established throughout all previous learning.


Example work will be displayed and discussed, along with opportunities to self and peer assess example work and personal work. This will highlight any misconception with the quality of work required for each aspirational grade.


	
Opportunity to make links with other subject areas through the personal choice of subject matter

Opportunities for personal development of work at lunchtime and after school,

Opportunties for photoshoots to be supported and editing skills enhanced


Experience of awe and wonder through the creation of a sustained piece embedded with ambition 

	
Drive (Wisdom)
A focus on developing and refining skills e.g. acquiring the wisdom to select and respond in an informed manner

Engagement (Passion)
The outcome should provide the opportunity for true engagement with a sustained piece that communicates individual passion for a subject of choice




	
Year 11 - 5
	
Internally assessed marks will be released to candidates. 

	
Year 11 - 6
	
External moderation of GCSE Coursework Portfolio and GCSE Externally Set Task will take place.



